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WELCOME TO OUR SPECIAL TWO-PART NEWSLETTER

I'm excited to introduce you to our special
Winter 2020 Hand in Hand newsletter!
The format of this newsletter is unique
because it is divided into two halves: the
first half is focused on Advent, while the
second half is to be saved until Christmas
season. Make sure you do not peek into
the Christmas part of this newsletter in
the same way that you do not peek and
open Christmas presents under the tree
until Christmas begins at 3 p.m. on Dec.
24, or Christmas morning! Wink wink!

I hope you will enjoy the many things
this unique two-parter newsletter has to
offer to you! As begun from our Autumn

2020 newsletter, scattered throughout
both parts are various sections from St.
John’s School for the Deaf publication,
“Our Young People” They include
photos, pleasantries, and “News of St.
John’s”

The Immaculate Conception, patroness
of our country, pray for us! St. John the
Evangelist, patron of our archdiocese,
pray for us! St. Francis de Sales, patron
saint of the Deaf, pray for us! St. René
Goupil, our Deaf saint, pray for us!

A Blessed Advent and Christmas seasons
to you! Stay warm, safe, and healthy! God
bless!

FR. CK CORNER: THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

By Fr. Christopher Klusman

Happy New Year! In the
Gospel of John, Chapter
15, Jesus talks about how
important it is that we
are in the world, but not
of the world. What this
means is that, while we
are alive on Earth, we
should not follow the ways of the world that
conflict with God’s Ways. For example, if
people say that it is okay to lie, that is being
“of the world,” whereas we know from God’s
ways (and Commandments) that it is not
okay to lie. I was always struck by one helpful
piece of advice: Just because 1 million people
say a lie is right doesn’t make it right.

“Be in the World, but not of the World”
1John 2:15-1

Also, in another letter in the New Testament
(1 John 2: 15-17), we learn that the world will
hate you if you do not follow what they want
you to say and do, meaning if you are not “of
the world,” the world will hate you. Jesus said
earlier in the Gospel of John (15:18) that the
world hated Jesus first. Jesus has already gone

P FR. CK’S CORNER - Continued on Page 2.
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through that experience that He understands our experiences.

What do these verses have to do with this article? It all
connects to the “Reason for the Season,” as well as the current
times. It seems that the world follows these Liturgical Seasons
of our Year: Christmas, Lent, Holy Triduum, Easter, Pentecost,
and Ordinary Time. Do you notice anything missing? Yes,

the Advent season is missing. If Advent is a season on our
Liturgical Calendar year, do you think there is a reason why it
is put there? Hmmm... If it is there, then there is a “reason for
the season,” which means that we should follow that season as
a guide to what we should do.

If it is winter, what would people think if I walked outside
with swimming trunks and a snorkel? If it is summer and

it is 97 degrees, what would people say if I stepped outside
dressed in a huge winter coat, scarf, gloves, hat, and boots?
Oh, what would people say if I went around celebrating Easter
all during the Lenten season? It is all contradictory! It doesn't
match the seasons. The reason for the summer season enables
me to dress in swimming trunks and a snorkel, while winter
gives me the reason for the season of wearing a huge winter
coat, scarf, gloves, hat, and boots.

This means we do have a choice. The challenge is, do we
choose to do it or not? Are we choosing to follow all we can to
keep Advent in the Advent season?

To understand Advent, we need to revisit the basics of this
question: What is Advent? Advent comes from the Latin
word, adventus, meaning “arrival” or “coming to.” In Advent,
we celebrate the “three comings.” The first was when Jesus
came as an infant that we will celebrate at Christmastime, not
now. The second will be at the Close of the Age when Jesus
comes again to “judge the living and the dead,” as stated in
our Creed. The third coming is when Jesus comes to us at the
altar at every Mass. So, Advent isn’'t the same as Christmas.

It is not only about looking forward to Christmas. The first
two weeks of Advent are primarily oriented to the second
“Advent,” or “Coming” of King Jesus in glory. This is what

it says in the Gospel readings. The last two weeks of Advent
helps us to turn more in preparation to the first “Advent,” or
“Coming” in Bethlehem with the birth of the Messiah. When
we arrive at Mass, do we prepare ourselves quietly before Mass
begins to prepare our minds, hearts, and souls for the Most
Holy Sacrifice at the Altar where we look forward to receiving
the Most Holy Eucharist?

Now, as a follower of Jesus, how would you feel if Jesus came
at this moment or in a few minutes on clouds in glory? Would
you feel frightened or not ready? If you feel not ready and/

or frightened, then you know why we have Advent as this is a
time, a season for you to prepare to be ready for His Comings.

In conclusion, Advent is a season. There is a reason for the
season! While Jesus waits in His Blessed Mother’s womb to
come out, we are to wait and prepare. This tells us that even
Jesus waited 9 months in His Blessed Mother’s womb. Can't
we wait during the 4 weeks of Advent? While Advent is not
exactly the same as the Lenten season because Advent has

a more joyful atmosphere in it. But, Advent still has many
similarities to the Lenten season. How can you “be in the
world, but not of the world?” Are you celebrating Christmas
already or holding it off as much as you can until December
24? How are you preparing and waiting, if at all? How can
you increase your prayer, fasting, and almsgiving to increase
your longing for Our Lord? This is where the Blessed Virgin
Mary, St. Joseph, and St. John the Baptist serve as our greatest
Advent models in which they can’t wait for the arrival of
Jesus! Our lives are supposed to echo and be similar to the
liturgical seasons that we celebrate at Mass, which means that
our churches have purple, Advent wreaths, etc., how is my life
reflecting that too as we want to be connected to our Church’s
seasons. Because once Christmas arrives, I want to be ready. I
want you to be ready with “glad tidings of great joy” as we join
the angels, shepherds, and the 3 wise men in adoration, praise,
and glorification that Our Savior has arrived! A blessed new
Church year and Advent season to you all!

oHoppy New
Church, Yenr!

A TIME FOR RENEWAL

¥ AENP
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St. Andrew Parish
DEAF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MINISTRY

SHARING THE Goobp NEws

FROM THE DELAVAN CORNER:

“THE PRESENT AS TIME AND THE PRESENT AS GIFT”

" By Jennifer Paul, Coordinator
Deaf Religious Education

& Deaf Ministry

St. Andrew Parish, Delavan

There is no time but the present to prepare
for the ultimate present, the coming of
Christ.

For many things,

if you want to do
anything well, you
need to prepare. For
example, if you need
groceries, you will
want to get what you
need quickly and just
what you need. The
best way to do that
is to put together a
checklist.

The challenge with putting together a checklist is that it takes
time and some degree of exertion on your part. It requires you
to physically go over your refrigerator and your pantry shelves
and reviewing your upcoming schedule for which days you
would need to prepare meals. Never mind the pandemic but
in normal circumstances, you would need to be at your child’s
after-school activity or sports practice, your work meeting,
and many different things that take place close to dinner time
and so on. At these times, you may be inclined to eat out.

So, working your schedule into the planning for groceries
means you would not bring home food ingredients that would
otherwise go to waste if you did not eat them.

Preparing to get groceries is responsible on many levels.
Financially, you spend money on what you need - be it

at home or somewhere out. Furthermore, following your
checklist is supposed to encourage you to make better choices
in terms of nutrition so on that level, it is responsible for your
health. Just be sure not to go shopping when you are hungry!
Environmentally, you consume what you get and not throw
away perished foods that were never consumed. That is a
responsible use of the resources given to us by the Good Lord.
Finally, you save time — time is more valuable than
people appreciate, but let us not talk about that! I am
going to save that for another time.

But now imagine preparing for a special guest who is
coming to your home for dinner. You would probably
make many checklists in preparation - one checklist
of dishes you would like to serve, then one checklist
of groceries for these
dishes and one checklist
of household chores that
you would like to tackle
so that your home would

- HISTORY. TOMORROW
IS A MYSTERY. BUT _
“TODAY ISAGIFT,
HAT'S WHY THEY

. be presentable for the
| special guest. Maybe
you would like to make

another checklist of
guests to accompany the
special guest, maybe to
make it not a mere dinner
but a dinner party! After
all, the more, the merrier all to make that one special guest

happy.
I would like to think it is the same with Advent. As we near

Christmas, we are blessed to have the tradition of Advent.
The Milwaukee Deaf Apostolate is featuring a Catholic That!

» FROM THE DELAVAN CORNER - Continued on Page 14.
| 3
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THE KING'S CUPBEARER

Here is a beautiful story borrowed from
Our Young People: The Friend of the
Deaf, Dec. 1958 issue.

Many, many years ago there lived a rich
Christian merchant who had an only
son, whom he loved dearly. The boy was
called Nicholas after the great saint of
that name whose feast we celebrate on
December 6th. In those times terrible
pirates roamed the seas. They kidnapped
children and carried them away to
distant pagan lands where they sold
them as slaves.

Young Nicholas was a fair-haired boy,
tall and strongly-built, with honest
blue eyes and pleasing features. He had
a good disposition and was kind and
friendly to everyone. One day he was
walking near the shore when a strange
man stopped to speak to him. He was
[an unusual]-looking person with
piercing black eyes and long black hair.
He had gold ear-rings in his ears, which
Nicholas thought odd. He decided the
stranger must be a sailor from one of
the foreign vessels that often docked at
those shores.

“How would you like to see a two-
headed sea serpent?” asked the swarthy
man after he had spoken a few moments
to the unsuspecting boy.

Nicholas opened his eyes wide in
amazement. “A two-headed sea
serpent!” he exclaimed. “Where is it?”

“You see that ship out there in the
harbor with the tall mast?”

“Oh, yes,” said Nicholas and his face fell.
“Is that where the monster is?”

The man nodded. “Twenty feet long
he is, lad, with one big green eye in the
middle of each head. Oh, you'll never
see such a sight again”

“But I can’t get out to that ship,” said
Nicholas, “T have no way”

3

()ur Poung People
THE FRIEND OF THE DEAF. :

A cunning gleam came into the

stranger’s beady eyes but Nicholas

failed to notice it. He was looking out
towards the ship, bobbing up and down
in the waves, and thinking about the sea
serpent.

“Suppose you had a way,” went on the
man, “would you go then?”

“Oh, yes, I'd love to see the monster with
two heads,” signed Nicholas.

“Then don’t worry, my boy. My mates
and I will be glad to row you out and
bring you back to shore again, safe and
sound.”

Nicholas clapped his hands in delight.
The foreign sailor was really wonderful.
What fun he was going to have! After
they came back from the ship he would
take the sailor and his mates to his
father’s place of business for a reward.
He wanted to return the kind favor
bestowed on him by this stranger.

Poor Nicholas! He was the innocent
victim of a cruel plot. No sooner had
they boarded the vessel than a swift
change came over the friendly sailor
and his companions. They fell upon
the boy, chained his hands and feet and
dragged him before their captain, a
wicked pirate.

“Ho, ho, ho,” jeered the man with the
gold ear-rings. “He wants to see the
sea serpent. I never met such a green
simpleton in all my days as this pretty
innocent.”

The pirate chief joined in the heartless
laughter. He was well pleased with the
new captive. “Lock him up with the
rest,” he ordered. “But see that no harm
comes to him. He is a handsome lad and
should bring a fine price”

“No, no,” cried Nicholas, as he fell on
his knees before the captain and raised
his chained hands, “don’t sell me into
slavery. My father is very wealthy. He
will pay you ten times, a hundred times
more than anyone. Please, please let me
go back home and I promise I'll get the
money.’

“Silence,” roared the pirate. “Do you
think we are fools to put our head in a
trap? Take him away”

The weeks that followed were a horrible
nightmare. Nicholas found himself in
the company of a number of children
who had been kidnapped by the pirates.
They shared each other’s sorrows, saying
their prayers together and promising
they would try to help each other if they
ever gained their freedom. After a while,
the ship docked in a strange pagan land,
where all the people were [different] and
spoke a language that was foreign to the
little Christian captives.

» THE KING’S CUPBEARER -

Continued on Page 5.

| 4
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Nicholas and the rest were taken to the slave market to be
sold to the highest bidders. The king’s steward bought the fair-
haired, blue-eyed Nicholas and took hin away to the palace.
When the king saw Nicholas he was greatly pleased by his
appearance and attracted by his gentle and noble manner.

“Nicholas shall be my cupbearer,” said the pagan king.

So the Christian slave became the king’s cupbearer. He wore
fine clothes and had nothing to do except stand in the king’s
presence and pour the drinks into his fine golden goblet. His
life was easy and pleasant after his sufferings but he longed
to return to his own land and to the good kind parents who
must be heartbroken over his loss.

After a while he learned to speak the language of those
around him and to understand what was said. One day, as he
filled the king’s cup, tears sprang into the young captive’s eyes.

“Why do you shed tears, Nicholas?” the monarch inquired.

“Because this is the feast of Saint Nicholas,” answered the
cupbearer sadly. “Always before on my patron saint’s day I
attended Mass and received Holy Communion in his honor.

I cannot help but weep, your majesty, when I think of those
happy days that are past. Every morning and every night I say
my prayers I always ask St. Nicholas to help me to return to
my dear parents again.”

The pagan king became very angry when he heard these
words. “Your Saint Nicholas is not great enough to help you,”
he cried. “I alone am your master and you are my slave. I have
power of life and death over you. If I command that you be
put to the sword, what good will it do to call on your patron?”

Before the king had finished speaking a great storm arose.
The palace rocked in the wind. The king and his courtiers
grew pale with terror. Nicholas escaped and fled through the
streets, the king’s cup still clasped in his hand. On and on he
ran through the howling tempest, his one thought that he
might gain the shore and find a vessel that would carry him
back to his native land.

Suddenly he heard someone calling his name, shouting it
above the storm. Then he felt a hand on his shoulder. His
heart gave a great bound when he looked up and saw Captain
Richard, who sailed one of his father’s merchant vessels. He
lifted Nicholas in his mighty arms and hurried away to the
waiting ship. All was calm and quiet as they set out on the
homeward journey. The hurricane had struck only the palace
of the pagan king and its surroundings.

“Your father has searched the seven seas for you, my boy;” said
Captain Richard. “But he despaired of ever finding you. It’s
like a miracle”

“And so it is, Captain,” answered the boy. “Saint Nicholas has
heard my prayers and saved me.”

Saint Nicholas is the special patron of children. Do you

know that he started the old, old custom of giving Christmas
presents? He was a great and good helper of the poor, a bishop
who was left a large fortune by his parents. Saint Nicholas
used his wealth to bring comfort and happiness to the needy.
He was especially fond of children.

As the centuries have passed since he lived on earth he has
come to be regarded by the little folks as their beloved Santa
Claus. Children who expect presents at Christmas must
deserve them by being good at home and in school.

ARE YOU WATCHING THE ASL YOUCAT SERIES?

By Fr. Christopher Klusman
I hope you are not
forgetting to watch
the wonderful
weekly series that is @ @ e&
on Youtube. If you \
A 5 L
are not sure where
to find it, it is really
simple. Go to www.

youtube.com and type in the Search Box: “ASL YOUCAT”
You should be able to find the videos. Make sure you
find and watch the “Introduction to the ASL YOUCAT”

video first before watching any of the videos. They have
been hard at work on these amazing videos. Season 3
was finished and now ASL YOUCAT have already begun
Season 4.

If you would like more information about the ASL
YOUCAT series, please check back to our previous
Autumn 2020 Newsletter.

Again, please share this with your family and friends. You
can easily post them on your Facebook pages, send through
texts, etc.This is a great way to evangelize and to ensure
learning the right information about our amazing God and
beautiful Catholic Faith in our own signed language!

| 5
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WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?

Begun in the previous Fall 2019 Newsletter, an article/feature is
chosen from an older Hand in Hand Newsletter to revisit important
people, events, and places of our rich history. I hope you will enjoy
this selection from the May/June 1998 Newsletter by Patty Kostechka
and Peg Stachowiak. During Advent Season, it is always a great thing
to ask ourselves, “W.W.].D?: What Would Jesus Do?” One thing is to
give ourselves more time alone with God, sort of a mini-retreat which
can include reading and meditating on Scripture daily. Read on about
the surprise on what one dorm supervisor shared about W.W.].D.
Imagine if your dorm supervisor said that? Wouldn’t that be SO
wonderful? If only it can be true more and more today!!

By Patty Kostechka and Peg Stachowiak

Ten high school students gather twice a month at St. Andrew
Parish in Delavan, to learn more about their faith and how to live it
in today’s world. The students began the year studying our Jewish
heritage with instructors Patty Kostechka and Peg Stachowiak.
Many students were unaware that Jesus himself was Jewish and
studied the Old Testament. So, like Jesus, they learned about the
sin of Adam and Eve, God’s promise to Abraham, the leadership of
Moses, the challenge of the Ten Commandments, and the beauty
of the Psalms. They began to relate the Old Testament promise of
a Messiah to the kind of Savior we received in Jesus. The students
discussed at length how disappointed many people were that Jesus
was not the kind of Messiah they expected. Students are learning
more about Jesus, His parables, His miracles, His love and His
forgiveness.

On Ash Wednesday teachers and students participated in a prayer
service at St. Andrew’s church with all of the high school students
from the Wisconsin School for the Deaf. After they received ashes,
they discussed the need to make choices based on the question:
“What would Jesus do?” Students received either a bracelet or a pin
with the initials of W.W.].D. on it. They were challenged to wear it
everyday during Lent. Since both instructors work at the Wisconsin
School for the Deaf, encounters in the hallway are common.
Students have proudly pointed out that they are wearing the
bracelet and made sure their teachers were, too! At the next class,
students mentioned that their dorm supervisor told them another
meaning for the initials W.W.J.D., “Walk With Jesus Daily!” See
how we learn from one another. The gospel message is spread not
only at church, but at school, in the dorm, and to homes all over
the state where these students live.

It has been a joy to work with these students: Amber Gronnert,
Matt Kroll, and Peter Liberski of Green Bay; Cari Quamme and
Stephanie Wylesky of Colombus; Brandon Kowieski of Arpin;
Jeremey Haag of Jefferson; Jeanne Trone of Roberts; Mindy
Bobholz of Oshkosh; and Mary Beth Baieri of Wausau.

Mindy Bobholz, Jeremy Haag, Patty Kostechka, Matt Kroll, PJ.
Liberski, Brandon Kowieski, Stephanie Wyleski.

Jenni
Graves
and Nayeli
Silva.

Matt
Sayler
and
Robert
Arnold.

| 6
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In St. John's School for the Deaf's
publications of the “Our Young People,
there is a section that has their current
news. I hope you will enjoy these various
news clippings:

"1"

This month we visit Sister Rey-
nildis’ room for a brief interview with
her pupils: Gordon Gray’s pride and
joy is his dog Lassie, which won first
prize in a beauty contest. This hap-
pened in faraway Japan where Gordon’s
family lives temporarily. . . . Rolland
Le Duc is noted for his ready smile
and his willingness to lend a helping
hand. . .. Bernard Prusak loves to tell

stories to the other boys. He special-
izes in tales of his father’s life in the
army.-. . .. Arthur Roehrig may often
be found drawing profiles of his fellow
students. Most any boy is willing to
pose for him. . . . Ronald Vasofsky
is deeply interested in all outdoor
sports; he is especially enthusiastic
about Scouting activities. . . . David
Sommers is proud of his crowning
glory, but he doesn’t like people to
say he has red hair. As David says,
“It’s not red. It’s orange!” . .. James
Smith knows all the answers. When
some older boys insisted that there is
no Santa Claus now because he died a
long time ago, Jim came up with the
$64 answer, “But this is Santa Claus’s
son!” . . . Michelle Sullivan invited
Michaella Montoya to her home for
Thanksgiving vacation. The girls had
a wonderful time and found visiting a
farm quite an adventure. . . . Camilla
Carillo loves rhythm classes and en-
joys chanting nursery rhymes. . . .
Susan Tadych thinks that going on a
camping trip with the Girl Scouts is
tops for enjoyment. . . . Betsy Hood is
Sister’s little helper in a big way, both
in and out of school.
=
A beautiful Advent Wreath with its
four candles was arranged, as usual,
by Mary Froelich and placed on the
table in the entry, All admired it, once
they learned its symbolic meaning.

CATHOLIC QUIZ (ADVENT)

1. is the first season on the Church calendar.
a) Lent b) Advent c) Easter d) Christmas
2. Advent comes from the Latin word, “adventus,” which

means what?

a) Adventure b) Coming c¢) Waiting d) New
3. True or False: The readings at Mass for the first weeks of
Advent focus on Jesus’ second coming and the judgment of

the world.

4. When John baptized people, he was in the river

(Matthew 3:6).

a) Mississippi b) Amazon c) Nile d) Jordan
5. Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to

nine months pregnant.

a) Jerusalem b) Bethlehem c) Rome d) Egypt

, even though Mary was

(Answers on page 9.)

ANNUAL NATIONAL
CATHOLIC

OFFICE FOR THE
DEAF (NCOD)
CONFERENCE

NCODIlp

The annual NCOD Pastoral
Week Conference will be
virtual due to the pandemic.
It will take place online from
January 7-10, 2021, and its
theme is: “Workers for the
Harvest” NCOD members
will be able to watch and
participate in this virtual
conference. The conference
includes opportunities to
participate in their opening
Mass, workshops, and forum.
You can join or renew your
NCOD membership by going
online at www.ncod.org for
the NCOD membership form.
It is like a “Black Friday/
Cyber Monday” sweet deal to
be able to get a membership
and access to the conference!
Not only that, but also a
subscription to their quarterly
Vision Newsletter. (Cost for
Individual is $70, Student
$10, and Family $100). It is an
unprecedented opportunity!

**NOTE - The schedule

for Virtual Pastoral Week
2021 will be limited, unlike
what we experienced in the
previous annual Pastoral Week
conferences. The reason for this
limited schedule is not to have
our participants spend long
hours in front of the screen.

| 7
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EXCITING NEW PUBLICATION

4 By Lana Portolano
: The Catholic University of America Press

A friendly reminder from our previous article in the
Summer Hand in Hand 2020 Newsletter. An exciting
publication was released last December 9, and it is ready!
It is reprinted here to provide you with information to
the book’s contents. If you are thinking of a Christmas gift
for yourself and/or for others, this book is highly recommended! Orders can
easily be made on www.amazon.com.

About the Author: Lana Portolano is professor of English at Towson
University, Maryland.

Be Opened! The Catholic Church and Deaf Culture
offers readers a people’s history of deafness and sign
language in the Catholic Church. Paying ample
attention to the vocation stories of deaf priests and
pastoral workers, Portolano traces the transformation
of the Deaf Catholic community from passive
recipients of mercy to an active language minority
making contributions in today’s globally diverse
church.

Be Opcncd!

Background chapters familiarize readers with early misunderstandings
about deaf people in the church and in broader society, along with social
and religious issues facing deaf people throughout history. A series of
connected narratives demonstrate the strong Catholic foundations of

deaf education in sign language, including sixteenth-century monastic
schools for deaf children and nineteenth-century French education in sign
language as a missionary endeavor. The author explains how nineteenth-
century schools for deaf children, especially those founded by orders

of religious sisters, established small communities of Deaf Catholics
around the globe. A series of portraits illustrates the work of pioneering
missionaries in several different countries—"apostles to the Deaf”—who
helped to establish and develop deaf culture in these communities through
adult religious education and the sacraments in sign language. In several
chapters focused on the twentieth century, the author describes key

events that sparked a modern transformation in Deaf Catholic culture.

As linguists began to recognize sign languages as true human languages,
deaf people borrowed the practices of Civil Rights activists to gain equality
both as citizens and as members of the church. At the same time, deaf
people drew inspiration and cultural validation from key documents of
Vatican II, and leadership of the Deaf Catholic community began to come
from the deaf community rather than to it through missionaries. Many
challenges remain, but this book clearly presents Deaf Catholic culture as
an important and highly visible embodiment of Catholic heritage.

Format: Paperback / Softback
Published: December 9, 2020
ISBN-13: 9780813233390
Language: English

Pages: 336
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Renewal Prayer for Deaf Catholic Church

Father, we ask you to look with mercy at us,
your Deaf Catholic Church.
We ask you to bless us, inspire us to always love you

above all things and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

We pray to you for our bishops, our spiritual leaders.
Please bless them and give them the strength
and wisdom to guide us, their people.

Help them to recognize, understand, and respond
to our unique needs.

Please bless the priests, deacons, religious, and lay people
who serve our community.
Inspire them so that they may
then inspire all hearts of deaf people
to know, love, and serve you and your Catholic Church.

Father, we pray to you for our baptized
Deaf Catholic brothers and sisters.
Please send your Holy Spirit to enkindle and
renew their hearts
so that they may continue to grow spiritually
through making time for prayers, receiving sacraments,
and serving other people.

Our young baptized Deaf Catholics are growing up

in a challenging and confused world.

Almighty God, please help them understand

that the way of the world does not give life;
your way alone gives true life.
Please touch their hearts and guide them to find your love.
Bring them back to the Church.

Put in them the desire to pray, to receive the

sacraments and to serve other people.

Holy Spirit, come and transform each of us
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Holy Mary, our Mother, pray for us. Amen.
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A repair man laboriously climbed
up to fix a large clock set in a
steeple. After he had finished his
work and climbed down again,

a curious lady, who had been
watching him with great interest,
asked: “Was there something wrong with the clock?”
“No, lady,” came the reply, “I'm nearsighted and I just
climbed up to see what time it is” —-Feb. 54

JENNIFER PAUL'S NEW VLOGS
ON THE APOSTLES (12 + 2)

Jennifer Paul has
completed several
vlogs on the
Apostles. If you
missed them, don’t
panic. You can still
go online to watch
them. On YouTube,
type in the search
box these words:
“Deaf Ministry

St. Andrew Parish
(Delavan).” There,
you should find

the vlogs of the
Apostles that are available. Watching and learning
about the Apostles Jennifer has been so informative and
helpful.

As mentioned in the previous newsletters, her plan (due
to the long hours of research, filming, and editing for
each vlog) will be about two Apostles (vlogs) released
per month, since the Fall of 2020 to Spring 2021. We
will keep you posted on when these videos will be
released and never be afraid to pray with them during
these times. We can’t wait for more of these vlogs for
they can be used for many reasons, such as prayer,
personal or group Bible Study sessions, and more.
Please share these with other family and friends that
you think will enjoy learning from them. Don’t forget to
keep Jennifer Paul in your prayers that the Holy Spirit
and the Apostles will help her during this process.

T-THE TWELVE APOSTLES #

The 12 Apostles (plus 2 more), pray for us!
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STATIONS OF THE NATIVITY DEVOTION
By: Fr. Christopher Klusman

During Lent, one of the most beloved traditions and
devotions is the “Stations of the Cross” where we journey with
Jesus when he was condemned to die all the way to His Death
and Resurrection. Did you know that there is something
called the “Stations of the Nativity”?

You can sign up for either one of the virtual sessions or even

join me for both at: deafapostolate@archmil.org to receive a
Virtual Link.

The two virtual opportunities to experience the beginnings of
the story of Jesus’ Amazing Life. The dates are:

Sunday, Dec. 27, from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 30, from 7 to 7:30 p.m.

I hope you can join me on this beautiful journey through this
incredible devotion!

President Lincoln never lacked the
ingenuity to catch his opponents
unawares. Once, when a stubborn
disputer seemed unconvinced,
Lincoln said, “Well, let’s see how
many legs a cow has”

“Four, of course,” came the reply disgustedly.

“That’s right,” agreed Lincoln. “Now suppose you call the
cow’s tail a leg; how many legs would the cow have?”

“Why, five, of course,” was the confident reply.

“Now, that’s where you're wrong,” said Lincoln. “Calling a
cow’s tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg” ~From Jan. 56

Quiz Answers: 1b; 2b; True; 4d; 5b
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ST. ANNA SCHAFFER, MODEL SAINT FOR THE MEANING OF ADVENT

By Fr. Christopher Klusman

It always helps to have a model saint that can be an example
for us to look up to. I think that having a model saint for the
meaning of Advent is a wonderful way to learn from this
person how to grow during this Advent season and onwards.

The one saint that came into mind is St. Anna Schiffer. Her
example is perfect for the Advent season, which is a time of
waiting, desiring, and slowing down.

Let’s learn more about St. Anna Schiffer. From her official
website, let’s look at her life and how she has responded to

the ups and downs of her life. Her website (https://www.
anna-schaeffer.de/biography.html) explains clearly her life in a
summarized form.

1. THE OUTER (BODILY) WAY

‘A new star rose on the
firmament of the church’.
With these words the then
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
concluded the sermon he
gave on the evening prior

to the beatification of Anna
Schiiffer in Rome. It was the
6th of March 1999.

Meanwhile Anna Schiffer
has also been canonized
on the 21st October 2012
by Pope Benedict XVI.
Her star now shines for
the entire catholic church
throughout the world.
Before she reached her zenith in the heavens of the church,
she had to come a long way. It began in her home village of
Mindelstetten, where she was born on the 18th February
1882, around 20 km northeast
of Ingolstadt. She grew up in

a simple working family, the
third of six children. From her
primary school days onwards

she brought home very good
marks. But she did not get any
further education than primary
school. In January 1896 her
father died. At that time Anna

Map of Mindelstetten, Germany:
St. Anna’s hometown (see orange
marker).

St. Anna Schiiffer (aged 16) at a visit to
a fair, before her injury.

already had been working for more
than half a year in a household in
Regensburg. Further jobs followed
in Sandersdorf, Landshut, and
finally in the Gamekeeper’s cottage
in Stammham.

That is where the accident happened
which upset the plan for her entire
life. It was the 4th February 1901,
the day for the laundry. Together
with another employee Anna was
dealing with the washing, which
was boiled within a kettle. The
stovepipe had come loose, Anna
climbed onto the rim of the kettle

in order to deal with the damage. She slipped and fell into
the kettle holding the boiling suds and scalded both legs up
to the knees. She was brought to the district’s hospital near
Kosching. All efforts to provide healing went awry. Finally
she was given up as a lost cause and only waited for her
death. But she was not yet meant to die. Her condition
stabilized so that she was no longer in mortal danger. Three
months later she was discharged, because there was nothing
further that could be done for her...

St. Anna Schiffer spent a
large part of her life in a sick
bed.

With the accident a life of intense suffering began for

Anna. The initial pains of her burns never left her again.
The legs did not heal. Open holes remained which festered
permanently. Even though her general practitioner regularly
cared for her, he was not able to change anything about

her state of health. Not even two sojourns — several months
each - in the university clinic of Erlangen brought any
results. The therapies applied there were so very painful,
that on reflection Anna was filled with horror. The joints

of her feet, which had
stiffened due to long
periods of immobility,
were more than once
forcefully broken and
forcibly bent to make
increase mobility. Again
without any success.

(From the other website
(https://slmedia.org/blog/
anna-schaffer-suffering-

St. Anna with her mother: St. Anna
for-love-of-christ), it said ~ Wwith her mother at her bedside.

» ST. ANNA SCHAFFER - Continued on Page 11.
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P ST. ANNA SCHAFFER - Continued from Page 10.

that more than
30 surgeries
followed

after her fall.
Since she was
immobile,

her mother
cared for her
until the end
of her life. St.
Anna Schiiffer had to give up her dreams of entering into a
religious order.)

2. THE INNER (SPIRITUAL) WAY
Childhood

Her sister Kathi describes Anna as a normal child. But her
mother remarks that even as a child she had been different
from others. From time to time she used to withdraw into
a quiet space to pray. God seems to have begun early to put
his hand onto this girl to slowly draw it onto himself.

On the day of her first communion, it was the 12th April
1893, Anna had a deeply religious experience, which she
does not describe in detail however. Years later she only
remarks it had been the most beautiful day of her life.
Apparently under the influence of this experience she
wrote a letter to Jesus in which she made him some very
consequential promises: “...do with me as you want... I
want to atone and if you will it my Jesus, let me become an
expiatory sacrifice to atone for all dishonor and all offenses
which are committed against you.” This offer reveals that
even as an 11 year old child, Anna possessed a character
which enabled her to go the whole way. Perhaps in her
surrender to God she might have thought of entering a
religious order or working as a missionary sister, certainly
not of that which later happened in her life. Because after
her accident for a period of at least two years she hoped to
recover her health.

A e

St. Anna Schiiffer’s house of suffering and death.

Adolescence

With 16 years Anna dedicated herself to the Mother of
God. In the formula used it says: “today I choose you as
my patroness and intercessor and am strongly resolved
never to leave you...” All her life Anna had a very intimate
relationship with the Mother of God, who helped her to
persevere in her life of suffering. Later on Mary often
appeared to her in her dreams.

In June 1898 Anna Schiffer had a visionary experience

that deeply touched her. She herself wrote it down. Jesus
appeared to her as the Good Shepherd to announce severe
suffering lying ahead for her. “He held a rosary in His
hands, spoke to me of praying the rosary and that I would
not become 20 years old. That I would have to suffer a
great deal” In a panic, Anna left Landshut the following
day and nobody could make her go back to her work place.
Humanly speaking her reaction was understandable. Also
later she never looked for suffering — only accepted it and
abandoned herself to it.

Maturity

In a letter Anna hints at the fact that she fought for about
two years to recognize the will of God in her difficult fate
and to say yes to it, as she had promised during her first
communion. About 91/2 years after her accident (on the
4th of October 1910 Jesus confirmed to her) in a vision: “I
accepted you in atonement for my holy sacrament. And in
future during holy communion you will feel the pains of my
holy passion, with which I have redeemed you, miserable
nothing. Suffer, sacrifice and atone in silent secrecy.” On

the morning of that quiet day, while she received holy
communion from the hand of her parish priest, she was
touched by 5 rays of fire, like lightening, striking her in her
hands, her feet and her heart. She writes: ‘at once unending
pain began in these bodily parts... I was permitted to suffer
such pain from October 1910 onward. On some days it is
vastly increased, especially on Thursdays and Fridays and
on Sundays and Feast days.”

Thus the Lord ennobled the sufferings of his handmaid and
united it to his own. She herself tried to emulate him, if she
had to suffer, at least she tried not to do it in rebellion or
by revolting against her fate, but rather while surrendering,
while being ready to offer it up as a sacrifice, in love. Just
as the Lord on the cross persisted in his love up to the
uttermost moment of distress (Father forgive them for

they know not what they do), she also wanted to bear it.
At the end she wrote: “In suffering I learned to love you”.
That is the most difficult but also the most elevated way of
emulation.

In this attitude, her prayers became ever deeper and

more substantial, sometimes leading into deep mystical
experiences. For her the rosary was viewing the life of
Jesus. And when she was no longer able to formulate
longer prayers due to her pain, she sent brief ejaculative
phrases towards heaven. The Lord gifted her with the grace
of continuous prayer, so that she did not have to miss his

» ST. ANNA SCHAFFER - Continued on Page 12.
| 11



HAND IN HAND | WINTER 2020

» ST. ANNA SCHAFFER - Continued from Page 11.

presence, even when she received visitors and talked to
them.

Most of her strength she drew from her almost daily holy
communion. She wrote: “I cannot write down how happy

I always am after holy communion... In those holy hours

I feel so blessed that I do not want to change my bed of
suffering with any noble, not for the whole world...” In those
moments the Lord strengthened her. He not only burdened
her with heavy crosses, but also gave her heavenly comfort.

More and more she grew into the attitude of love, which
she took on from the Lord. This enabled her to dedicate
herself to the needs and concerns of the people around
her. She wrote encouraging letters, received visitors, took
up their concerns and promised to pray for them. She,
who was so helpless that she was unable to stand on her
own feet, gradually turned into a helper for many. In the
end she almost consisted entirely of abandonment and
love. Suffering for her increasingly became the means, the
resources she deployed to render her own prayer for others
more powerful. In this she became ever more similar to
Jesus and approached her own perfection. On the 5th
October 1925 the Lord called her home into his kingdom.
At the moment of death, one final time she prayed with her
last strength “Jesus for you I live!”. Precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of his holy ones.

(From the other website (https://slmedia.org/blog/anna-to
our beloved Redeemer to continue protecting his holy
Church and her Pastors, to grant me the most agonizing
martyrdom and to accept me as a little victim of
reparation...She died on October 5, 1925 after receiving
communion. Although she had lost the ability to speak,
she spoke one last time to say ‘Jesus I love you.”

3. THE MESSAGE

When Anna Schiffer’s life was drawing to a close, as so
many times previously she was visited by her neighbor,
who asked Anna the anxious question: “What will we do,
when you are no longer amongst us?” Anna answered her
neighbor in beautiful words: “Just go to my tomb, I will
understand you”. That means: I will help you. With these
words Anna described her task, which she will continue to
carry out from heaven: to help in all situations, to ask for
help for all those who turn to her. Especially from heaven
she has remained the great intercessor. If God presents us
with Saints like Anna Schiffer and offers them to us as
helping intercessors, then we are allowed to accept such

help. With our trust we really glorify Him.

Already during her lifetime, Anna Schiffer wanted to help
people in their daily needs and at the same time lead them
nearer to God. She certainly wanted to proselytize and
evangelize. We also are permitted to see in her a patron for
new evangelization. Man is healed fully only when he has
found God. She proffers herself to help many in that area.

Through her lifes testimony she shows, that suffering and
blows of fate, worries and hardships must not separate us
from God. Exactly then He is near to us. When He calls

us to follow Him, it does not mean that He will remove all
difficulties from our path, but that He wants to overcome
them together with us. Anna shows us, that we do not have
to be afraid of the cross. When we love God, everything
becomes easy.

The largest amount of time Anna spent on her sickbed,
unable to move, unable to work or to earn money, she was
a nursing case, humanly speaking she counted for nothing.
But what blessing emanated from her — up to this very day.
She is living proof, that the value of human life does not

lie in accomplishments or achievements, in what we can
afford, but rather that God has called everyone to life, that
He loves everyone and has already prepared a place in His
kingdom. This value is no lost even if man becomes fragile
or old, if he becomes sick or weak. Just then, he can become
a blessing for many when he is united with God.

BEATIFICATION

Before a person

is beatified by

the church,

a theological
commission will
investigate the
life of such a
candidate. If such
a person is then
awarded heroic
virtues only

one further barrier must be overcome in the proceedings.
A miraculous answer to a prayer must exist. Usually it
concerns a healing of the sick, which in medical terms
cannot be explained.

For Anna Schiiffers beatification the following miraculous
healing was acknowledged, which was first examined by
doctors from Anna’s homeland and afterwards by a roman

P ST. ANNA SCHAFFER - Continued on Page 13.
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commission

of doctors. A
young man
had suffered
severe head
wounds after

a motorcycle
accident. Brain
haemorrhages
seemed to
make his case
hopeless. The doctors dared to operate and the patient

did survive. From the beginning the parents and many
acquaintances of the injured man prayed to Anna Schiiffer
and asked for healing. The young patient was able to

leave the hospital after just 18 days and was fully healed
without any remaining damage. This answer to prayers was
acknowledged in the beatification process as a “miracle, a
medically inexplicable healing.

On the 7th March 1999 the time had come: Anna Schiiffer
from Mindelstetten was beatified by Pope John Paul II in
Rome.

CANONIZATION

Since the diocese continued the law case after the
beatification, now aiming for canonization of Anna
Schiffer, a new miraculous answer to a prayer had to
: "I be proven. It
happened just a
—  few months after
the beatification,
in autumn of
1999,

St. Anna Schdiffer’s relics on display.

The person
: concerned

Bird’s Eye View of her Canonization Mass at St. was suffering
Peters. of cirrhosis
of the liver

in an advanced state and of a severe abdominal dropsy.
The doctors were no longer hoping for any betterment.

The patient prayed one novena after the other to St Anna
Schiiffer. Suddenly she felt a great strength within her and
left the hospital, on her own responsibility. Four weeks later
the water had totally disappeared. The healing proved to be
stable without any relapse.

In the canonization case, this healing was acknowledged as

“miraculous, medically inexplicable”. This opened the way
to Anna Schiffer’s canonization.

(From the other website (https://slmedia.org/blog/anna-
schaffer-suffering-for-love-of-christ), it said that St. Anna
Schiffer’s writings are published in a book titled, “Thoughts
and memories of my life of illness and my longing for the
eternal homeland” which was translated into English after
the announcement of her canonization.)

It is easy to see that she is a great model saint for us for
Advent. Did you know that back in the 1890s, Pope Saint
Leo XIII identified a heresy called “Americanism?” While
it is not bad to do action and hard work, the reason why
“Americanism” is a heresy is that it places acting, working,
productivity, and self-reliance :
over trust in God. “Americanism”
often teaches us that we should
get busy and to quit wasting our
time on prayer, etc. Our country
wants us to be busy during
Advent because, if we are busy,
then we are successful, capable,
and attractive people. If we work
hard to place prayer, silence, and |
reflection during Advent, we |
are viewed as wasteful, lazy, and I ‘ 3 : % ;\\gg

stupid. But if we learn from the Close-up Picture of her during
example of St. Anna Schéfter in  her Canonization Mass at
which she became a saint even  St. Pefers.

though she couldn’t get out of

her bed! God truly smiled at her because she did what was
most important: she prayed, she offered her suffering with
Our Crucified Lord, and she helped others in the way that
she was able to from her bed!

At the same time, she never forgot Jesus. She always kept
her focus on Him. Everything she thought, said, and did is
for Jesus. This is what we have to check on during Advent:
do I have time scheduled every day with Jesus? Do I
participate in every required Masses (weekend and all Holy
Day of Obligations)? Do I pray for others? Do I do self-
reflection to make sure all my thoughts, words, and actions
are the same as Jesus? Am I ready for the Coming of Our
Lord? It doesn’t hurt to pray with St. Anna Schiéffer to help
us slow down to prepare ourselves to become who God
wants us to be.

St. Anna Schiffer, a model saint for the meaning of Advent,
pray for us!

|13
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» FROM THE DELAVAN CORNER - Continued from Page 3.

Series for Advent (Nov./Dec. 2020) through November and
December. You can ask Fr. Christopher Klusman for the
YouTube link to view the series.

It is our spiritual responsibility to participate in the holy
preparation of Advent. Preparing for the special guest - for
the Coming of Christ - is a spiritual process to remember the
gift of Jesus for us. He is coming and had already died for our
sins so that we can have eternal life with our Heavenly Father.

For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eternal life.

For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world might be
saved through him. (John 3:16-17)

That is the true meaning of Christmas.

Let us pray to be filled with Holy Spirit and exert an effort to
put together several checklists this Advent in preparation for
our special guest, the Christ. Like the chocolate calendar that
children enjoy for December leading up to Christmas Day,
why do not we make a checklist of family and friends that we
have not been in touch with for a while to check-in and catch
up briefly, one by one for each day.

In touching base with them one by one, you could talk

about how excited you are to celebrate the coming of Christ,
keeping in mind not to complain about the stresses or about
everything you need to do for the holidays! If your friend tells
you that they are stressed, remind them of the true meaning
of Christmas. Help each other to stay focused on the true
meaning of Christmas. That would be like inviting guests to
the dinner party and to celebrate together in honor of THE
special guest, Jesus.

Another checklist you could follow during the Advent is to

say the St. Andrew’s Christmas Novena prayer daily. We are
encouraged to start saying this prayer on November 30 and
every day until Christmas Day:

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in
which the Son of God was born of the most
pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in
piercing cold.

In that hour, vouchsafe, O my God! to hear my
prayer and grant my desires, through the merits
of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed
Mother.

Amen.

The words help us stay focused on the true meaning of

Christmas. It is like making sure our home - our heart - is
clean and presentable for the special guest. It is so easy to
become overwhelmed and distracted by everything — and
the ensuing stresses - during the holidays. It is extremely
dangerous, and it can make your heart “dirty.” Use your self-
discipline to get and keep your heart clean. Keep your mind
and heart on this: Jesus is coming. Our eternal life in Heaven
is promised to us because of Him. Like Fr. Christopher
Klusman said at the end of the Introductory Vlog in the
Catholic That! Series for Advent, if we prepared well, it would
be impossible to feel “fed up” with Christmas on Christmas
Day.

Now, this checklist may prove to be challenging during the
pandemic but mark your calendar the last four Sundays
before Christmas for Mass. The Advent Sundays are
November 29, December 6, 13, and 20. Celebrating Mass for
these four Sundays during Advent is the holiest way we can
do to prepare ourselves for the coming of our special guest.

In each diocese, there are options for people to celebrate
the four Sundays during Advent. Check with your parish
and diocese for safe options be it attending live Mass with
precautions in place (i.e. making reservations, following the
ushers’ direction, wearing your mask, keeping your physical
distance, and being vigilant with your hygiene) or viewing
video Mass (signed or captioned) online. Remember to say
the Spiritual Communion prayer during the video Mass.

At last but not least, make time every day to thank God for
one blessing every day. These blessings are like dishes that we
can enjoy together or spiritually with our Heavenly Father. It
does not have to be something big. It could be as simple as
catching a rare glimpse of a magnificent Blue Jay bird visiting
your humble backyard, a surprise rerun of your favorite

show or movie just as you sit to watch “something” on TV,
finding an old picture of special people you thought you had
lost forever, and especially relevant during the pandemic, an
unexpected text or video message from your cherished friend.

“The past is history, the future is mystery and today is a gift of
God which is why we call it the present.” There is no time but
the present to prepare for the ultimate present, the Coming
of Christ. Let’s pray for the Holy Spirit to come to fill us
during Advent so that we all have deep joy and are at our best
spiritual selves in heart and mind for the coming of Christ.

Diner: “Do you serve crabs here?”
Waiter: “We serve anyone. Sit down.”
—Feb. 54
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VIRTUAL DEAF APOSTOLATE LENTEN WEEKEND RETREAT 2021

Hearken to s /;
/€ Face

Prayer and Its Many Different Forms

RETREAT INCLUDES: Live-streamed Mass,
workshops, Adoration and devotions.
Cost is $25 per person, $45 per couple.

Fill out form below & make check payable

to Deaf Apostolate, and mail to:

Deaf Apostolate | Attn: Fr. Christopher Klusman
3501 S. Lake Drive, PO Box 070912

Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912

Once the link is ready,
it will be sent to you via email.

Registration due by Friday, February 12, 2021.

QUESTIONS:

Fr. Christopher Klusman, Director
klusmanc@archmil.org or

(414) 501-2022 (VP)

ARCHDIOCESE of MILWAUKEE

D sl:z‘aérfe

Name

Friday, Feb. 26 - Sunday, Feb 28, 2021

Tentative Schedule:
Friday: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Saturday: 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 2 p.m.
Sunday: Live-streamed Mass;
9to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 2 p.m.

PRESENTED BY:
Minette Sternke

Minette Sternke was born Hard of Hearing and
became Deaf at the age of 14. Raised in the Catholic
Church, she felt a close relationship with God from

a young age. An encounter with God that brought
her back to Him occurred at the age of 19. This event nurtured her faith
and started a life-long journey to know and love God more and more.
Minette has a Certificate of Completion from the Ministry Formation
Program (MFP) of the Chicago Archdiocese, and a Masters in Pastoral
Ministry with a Deaf Ministry emphasis from St. Thomas University,
Miami Gardens, FL. She was consecrated to a life of Consecrated
Virginity in the Catholic Church on June 20, 2015. Her passion is to
share her Divine Spouse with others, especially the Deaf community,
and show them the infinite Love and Mercy that can be found in

Him. She is the coordinator of Deaf Ministry at St. Patrick’s Parish, in
Urbana, Illinois, and is on the Board of the National Catholic Office of
the Deaf (NCOD).

Minette lives in Champaign, IL with her twin sister, Marietta, and
enjoys keeping up with the activities of her nephews and great-nieces
and -nephews. In her spare time, she enjoys nurturing a flower garden
she started in memory of her late mother, Mary Sternke, and spending
time with her sister at their vacation home at the Lake of the Ozarks.

Address City

State Zip Code

Email

VP Number

Parish
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THE “O ANTIPHONS” OF ADVENT

The Roman Church has been singing the “O Antiphons” since at least the eighth century. They are the anti-
phons that accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a mag-
nificent theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament
to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes but present ones as
well. Their repeated use of the imperative “Come!” embodies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah.

s

In the last days of Advent, you may wish to add these” O Antiphons” to your 17 - 23 December:
evening prayer, your prayer at table, or your bedtime prayer. 178 W
18- O Addonai
December 17 19th- (-) RﬂdiX
O Wisdom of our God Most High, 20%- O Clavis
guiding creation with power and love: 21~ O Oriens
come to teach us the path of knowledge! 22rd_ O Rex
23r_ O Fmmanuel
December 18
_O Leader of the House of lsra._al, _ Ero cras — “I will be there tomorrow”
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:

come to rescue us with your mighty power!

December 19
O Root of Jesse's stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!

December 20
0O Key of David,
opening the gates of God's eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!

December 21
0O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death.

December 22
0O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!

December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!

-:‘d olic  intro luctory paragraph originally published on org.

Catholic  introot graph originally published on USCCE.org

CLIITt’ nt Prayers taken from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, Revised Edition (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2007}, 76-77.
Copyright & 2007, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

®

|16



HAND IN HAND | WINTER 2020

PREPARING FOR MASSES
FOR SOLEMNITY OF CHRISTMAS (DEC. 24/25)

IMPORTANT: Due to the pandemic and restrictions in terms
of seating capacity, please contact the parish you plan to attend
as soon as possible in order to reserve your space.

Fr. Christopher Klusman will post on YouTube an online Mass
for Christmas by 3 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 24. Type in “Deaf
Apostolate Milwaukee” in the search box on the YouTube
website.

Sacred Heart Parish, Milwaukee

3635 S Kinnickinnic Avenue

St. Francis, WI 53235

Signed/Voiced Mass

with Fr. Christopher and Deacon David
Dec. 25 at 10:15 a.m.

St. Andrew Parish, Delavan
714 E. Walworth Avenue
Delavan, WI 53115
Interpreted Mass

Dec. 24 at 3 p.m.

St. Joseph Parish, Grafton
1619 Washington Street
Grafton, WI 53024
Interpreted Mass

Dec. 24 at 3 p.m.

St. Peter Parish, Kenosha
2224 30th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53144
Interpreted Mass

Dec. 24 at 10 p.m.

NOTE: Some parishes still do not know their plans for
Christmas Eve/Day. If you want to know any updates
for other parishes that have offered Interpreted Masses,
as well as Closed-captioned Mass, in the past, please
email at deafapostolate@archmil.org for any updates
that may arise at some time before Christmas Eve.

Important Note about Masses for
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Dec. 31/Jan 1)

For information on Interpreted/Signed Masses for
the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, please email
at: deafapostolate@archmil.org as parishes are still
figuring out logistics. When the time is ready, you will
be informed of a schedule.

Again, Fr. Christopher Klusman will post on YouTube
an online Mass for Mary, Mother of God by 4 p.m.

on Thursday, Dec. 31. Type in “Deaf Apostolate
Milwaukee” in the Search Box on the YouTube website.

| 17
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INTE TED & ASL
asces

THROUGHOUT THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE

- ASL WEEKEND MASS -

Please email deafapostolate@archmil.org

for updates on Signed Masses, due to
unpredictability of the Covid pandemic.

*Times listed are subject to change due to
the unpredictability of the pandemic.*
Current as of December 1, 2020.

- INTERPRETED SUNDAY MASS -

Please check online before attending Mass,
such as pre-registration requirements, etc.

St. Andrew Parish

714 E. Walworth Ave, Delavan, WI 53115
Time: 9 a.m.

Please request at least 5 days in advance to:
E-Mail: deafministry@saspcatholics.org
Website: standrews-delavan.org

St. Joseph Parish

1619 Washington St, Grafton, W1 53024
1st & 4th Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. and 3rd
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

E-Mail: parish@stjosephgrafton.org
Website: stjosephgrafton.org

CORONAVIRUS
e

MASS REOPENING GUIDELINES

CHANGES
YOU'LL SEE

PHYSICAL
DISTANCING

NO PASSED

NO
PROCESSIONS BASKETS

S

NO HOLY WATER NO CuP COMMUNION
OR INCENSE IN THE HAND
AT THE END
0 Y .
0 I pray that we see courage, kindness, and
selfless acts of love that foster community,
0 r’%‘ help the needy, and encourage everyone to
T | grow stronger in their faith and relationship
7 with Jesus Christ. This is what it means to
be Catholic.”
DISMISSED ONE - Archbishop Paul D. Etienne
ROW AT A TIME &
LD

*Times Listed Are Subject to
Change due to the unpredictability
of the Covid pandemic*

As of December 1, 2020

ARCHDIOCESE
of MILWAUKEE

St. Mary’s Immaculate Conception
1610 Monroe St, West Bend, W1 53090
2nd Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Email: rprim@wbparishes.org
Website: stmaryparishwb.org

St. Paul the Apostle Parish

6400 Spring St, Racine, WI 53406

Time: 10 a.m. (on certain Sundays)

Please check with office prior to attending
E-Mail: svrana@stpaulracine.org

Website: stpaulracine.org

St. Peter Parish

2224 30th Ave, Kenosha, WI 53144

Time: 10:30 a.m.

Please request at least 3 days in advance to:
broadwayterp73@gmail.com.

Website: stpeterskenosha.com

- CLOSED CAPTIONED MASS -

St. Clare Parish

7616 Fritz St, Wind Lake, WI 53185
2nd Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

E-Mail: bulletins@tds.net

Website: stclarewindlake.org
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FR. CK CORNER: CHRISTMAS 1S NOT ONE DAY!

By Fr. Christopher Klusman

HWelcome to the second
half of the newsletter. I
hope you did not peek
nor opened this second
half until at least after 3
p.m. on December 242!

Merry Christmas! “O

come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore
Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the
Lord!” What a joyous time of the year!

The Christmas

decorations and | ! g M 7 %
- Cind she will bear a (Sm,-lmd' / you shall cal

. %
Lg‘(/fd- ane 'L%M" y{a.tt- i &[{E’ whe witl

tree was just put

up, ornaments
placed on the tree,
Christmas desserts
newly made,
presents recently
wrapped, Christmas
shows that I can
start watching on DVD, and so many
exciting things to do in celebration!!! Usually,
Christmas begins at 4 p.m. on December

24, but due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
Archbishop Listecki gave permission for the
Christmas Masses to start as early as 3 p.m.
(due to time needed in between Masses for
cleaning, etc.)! Wouldn't you say that is an
unusual, yet rare, Christmas present that

we have been given to have the Christmas
season begin one hour earlier than before!?

Joy!
Christmas has finally started today on
December 24 at 3 p.m. I remembered

*‘ .
b :Christmas Is A Season

growing up that Christmas is a special
season. It is truly one of my most favorite
holidays in the year. There is nothing like
Christmas! The anticipation of waking up
on Christmas morning after thinking all
night (a sleepless night, I would add) as to
what is under the Christmas tree. Waking
up as early as 3 a.m. or even 4 a.m., waking
Mom and Dad only to be told that we have
to wait until 7 a.m. to finally be able to
open the Christmas presents! I have to add
that it was a good exercise on the virtue of
patience, patience,
and patience! And
then, after the fun

*

day of Christmas on
save  Fis pecple fom biein sins. Deycember 25 ends
MATTHEW 1:21 2nd Decermber 26
Not A Day! _,f_ arrl.V35> I ljemember
seeing stripped

Christmas trees
already out on the front lawns to be collected
by the city. I even remembered an end of
Christmas programs and songs. I was so
confused, “Christmas is over? Already? It
doesn’t make any sense!”

Imagine when I found out that Christmas
actually begins at sunset on Christmas Eve
and that Christmas is not over in one day?!
Christmas is so GOOD that it can't be one
day, for it is actually a season!? Much like

a winter season! Wouldn't you say that is
another Christmas present from God to all
of us that we can actually enjoy Christmas in

P FR. CK’S CORNER - Continued on Page 2.

MISSION STATEMENT - DEAF APOSTOLATE

The Deaf Apostolate in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee exists to enable all Catholic Deaf
and Hard of Hearing people to participate fully in the liturgical, educational, pastoral,
spiritual, and human concerns ministries in the Church.
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» FR. CK’S CORNER - Continued from Page 1.

more than one day, but instead, in several weeks?! God is SO
good!

This year, Christmas goes from Thursday, December 24,
2020, to Sunday, January 10, 2021, which is the Solemnity of
Our Lord’s Baptism. During this Christmas season, there are
many great celebrations. We will celebrate: St. Stephen (Dec.
26), the Holy Family (Sun. Dec. 27), the Holy Innocents (a
sad day to remember those who made sacrifices for baby
Jesus’ safety on Dec. 28), St. Thomas Becket (Dec. 29), the
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1), Saints Basil the
Great and Gregory Nazianzen (Jan. 2), the Epiphany of the
Lord/Three Wise Men (Sun. Jan. 3), St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
(Jan. 4), St. John Neumann of Philadelphia (Jan. 5), and
finally, Our Lord’s Baptism (Sun. Jan. 10). Then, the Christmas
season (sadly) closes and we begin anew the Ordinary Time
season. Then, that is when I would begin to put away my
Christmas tree, decorations, and etc. Not December 26.

One of my favorite shows to watch during the Christmas
season is “A Charlie Brown Christmas” that I have watched
every year since I was born. One of my favorite scenes is at the
end when everyone does a beautiful deed of fixing up Charlie
Brown’s tree. Then they all sing together a powerful song,
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” The words are truly amazing:

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord:

Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail the incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

Glory to the newborn King, indeed! Please know that you
all will be remembered when I offer the Masses during

www.reasonsforhopedesus.com | FB & YouTube /reasonsforhopeJesus b

the Christmas season, as well as remembering you in my
Christmas prayers. Please remember me in your Christmas
prayers too.

I hope you will also enjoy this second half of the Newsletter
with more wonderful articles, news, and various fun things
that will keep you busy over the winter season. May the
Christmas blessings from the newborn King be with you
during the Christmas season and into the winter months of
2021!

gt
© MARY MOTHER
of e CHURCH
PASTORAL CENTER
PASTORAL CENTER

ARCHDIOCESE of MILWAUKEE.
381

MARY Morazg
o the CHURCH
PASTORAL CENTER

ARCHDIOCESE fMILUAE

Since early December 2020, Mary Mother of the Church Pastoral
Center had a beautiful new Nativity scene in front alongside South
Lake Drive.

| 2
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SHARING THE Goobp NEws

FROM THE DELAVAN CORNER:
BE MERRY WITH YOUR PRESENT!

" By Jennifer Paul,
Coordinator

Deaf Religious
Education

& Deaf Ministry
St. Andrew Parish,
Delavan

I hope you resisted the temptation to
read the “After December 24” pages until
now? If you have not read the previous
article from the Delavan’s Corner, go
back to page 3. In the previous article
about Advent, we talked about how it is
our spiritual responsibility to participate
in the holy preparation of Advent.
Preparing for the Coming of Christ is a
spiritual process to remember the gift of
Jesus for us. He is coming and he died for
our sins so that we could have eternal life
with our Heavenly Father.

It is not only spiritually responsible, but
it is also healthier. As Fr. Christopher
Klusman said at the end of the
Introductory Vlog in the Catholic That!
Series for Advent, if we prepared well,

it would be impossible to feel “fed up”
with Christmas on Christmas Day. If you
find yourself feeling “fed up” and even
anxious and overwhelmed by this time,
you need to pray more and learn how
not to let that happen again. Stop, pray,
and learn, or else you become one of the
statistics.

JESUSThe
PESeFECT

Research shows
that the number
of people

feeling anxious,
depressed, or
experiencing
different mental
health issues spike
during the holidays. It is devastating that
it could happen and had happened. It

is devastating because that is not what
Christmas is about. It is not who God is.

God is love. God is joy. God is peace.
God loves us. God is Immanuel, meaning
“God with us” Most important of all,
God does not want us to feel that way
surrounding his only Son:

The angel said to [the
shepherds], “Do not be afraid;
for behold, I proclaim to you
good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. For
today in the city of David, a
savior has been born for you
who is Messiah and Lord. And

this will be a sign for you: you

will find an infant wrapped in

swaddling clothes and lying

in a manger” And suddenly

there was a multitude of the
heavenly host with the
angel, praising God and
saying: “Glory to God in
the highest and on earth
peace to those on whom
his favor rests” (Luke 2:10-
14).

That is the true meaning of
Christmas. God loves us so
much that “a savior has been
born for you who is Messiah

and Lord. The Advent leading up to

and finally Christmas Day should not

be viewed as something that we are
condemned to do. Instead, we should feel
the way children do leading up to and on
Christmas morning when they open the
gifts.

Think about it. Honestly, do we jump up
and down, whoop in excitement, and run
to hug the givers after opening our gifts?
If you do, God bless you! I think that
reacting in this way every year leading up
to and on Christmas Day would be the
pinnacle of our spiritual journey!

» FROM THE DELAVAN CORNER -
Continued on Page 7.
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BETWEEN THE CHRISTMAS MASSES

Here is a beautiful story borrowed from
Our Young People: The Friend of the
Deaf, Dec. 1957 issue.

“Thank God for all that murmured
Father Van to himself, as he began to
prepare for bed. The impression of his
Midnight Mass was still on him, and
there was a warm glow of happiness
around his heart. He ran over again in
his mind the wonderful moments of the
Mass. His emotion at the Consecration,
when he seemed to be really transported
to Bethlehem, his joy in giving so

many of his people their Lord on His
birthday. Indeed he would not have
been surprised to see the angelic host in
his tiny church - of their presence there
he had no sort of doubt.

Still meditating on the wonder of it all,
he crossed the room, drew back the
curtains, and looked out on the stars
glittering in the frosty night. In that
innumerable host Father Van seemed
suddenly to see all his religion. The
might of the creative power that formed
the universe, the incomprehensible love
of the Incarnation, and his own hope of
immortality.

“My Lord,” he murmured, “You who
created these far-off worlds, became
man for us, and Your tiny hands could
not even touch the great heads of the
cattle in Your stable.”

Just then the clock on the stairs struck
half past one. Father Van dropped the
curtain; he must get some sleep for he
had his two Masses to say tomorrow
morning, and a busy Christmas Day, so
with a final prayer he got into bed and
was asleep almost at once.

He was awakened by a golden glow
which seemed to fill the room. Was it

a fire? Had he thrown down a cigarette
end somewhere, or was it a burglar? He
sat up in bed, and then he saw to his

o

o

ng Meople

0)ur Dou

THE FRIEND OF THE DEAF

AT CHRISTMAS
s e Rt

O et e

amazement the figure of a priest, vested
for Christmas Mass, standing at the foot
of his bed. “Dear me,” said Father Van to
himself, “I must be feverish.” He felt his
pulse, and was surprised to find it quite
regular.

“Good morning, Father,” said the
visitor, “don’t be nervous. I am Richard
Bagnall, your Catholic predecessor. It is
nearly 300 years ago since I was hanged,
drawn, and quartered at Chichester

for refusing to conform to the ‘New
Religion’ We have watched you with
loving interest, and now our divine
Master, whom you have served so
faithfully, has allowed me to come to see
you. Now listen, Father. There has never
been a moment when you have been
left alone; always His loving Heart has
seen your discouragements, your hopes
and your loving charity. He has seen you

Sunday after Sunday drive your poor
people home when you were weary and
ill. You want to build a church worthy
of Him in Henfield. Take courage,

this shall be done, but the foundation
must first be the love and charity of my
people. In confirmation of this promise
you will receive a little help in the
morning, but remember always, dear
Father, that all things are possible with
our almighty Saviour” And raising his
hand in blessing the priest disappeared
and the light faded.

Father Van knew nothing more until
the cheerful voice of Mrs. Kenny,

his housekeeper, roused him. “Eight
oclock, Father, and a lovely Christmas
morning.”

Father Van got up quickly, and was soon
on his way across the frosty fields to his
church. HE did not at first remember
what he thought was his dream, and
wondered to find himself so refreshed
and light-hearted. Then it all came back
to him. Yes, of course, a lovely dream, he
would pray more to the English martyrs
for his new church.

His little church was already well

filled when he got there, mostly with
people who had not been able to get

to Midnight Mass, and he had several
confessions to hear before Mass. At the
end of the Masses, before making his
thanksgiving, he stood at the door of
the church, inviting all the children to
his Christmas Tree, shaking hands, and
talking to everyone. At last they were
all gone, and then, after swallowing
the contents of a thermos bottle and
munching a sandwich, he packed his
car with several poor people and drove
them to their homes in a neighboring
village.

» THE KING’S CUPBEARER -
Continued on Page 5.

| 4



HAND IN HAND | WINTER 2020

» THE KING’S CUPBEARER - Continued from Page 4.

He was feeling very tired and very happy when at last he

got back to his own house. He was still thinking of his three
Masses; and just a little of his beautiful “dream.” As he entered
the house, wonderful smells from the kitchen proclaimed the
fact that Mrs. Kenny was busy with the Christmas dinner,

but she came bustling out and bustled back again as quickly,
calling out as she went: “Dinner will be at half past one,
Father”

The Fasting and Prayer
Conference includes
meals.

The sermon this
morning: ‘Jesus
Walks on the Water.
The sermon tonight:
‘Searching for Jesus.

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get
rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.
Bring your husbands.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love. Say
‘Hell’ to someone who doesn’t care much about you.

Don'’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again,
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we
have a nursery downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They
need all the help they can get.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October
24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their
school days.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will
be ‘What Is Hell?” Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the
addition of several new members and to the deterioration
of some older ones.

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items
to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

“All right,” replied Father Van, “and since it is Christmas Day
we will all have a glass of wine together before dinner - tell
the boys.”

And off went Father Van to read his Christmas mail.

But a few moments later he came rushing down the stairs
calling: “Mrs. Kenny, Mrs. Kenny,” on every stair. Mrs.
Kenny, leaving her mystic operations, came rushing out of
the kitchen, firmly convinced that the chimney was on fire at
least. “Read this, Mrs. Kenny; gasped Father Van, thrusting a
letter into her hand, and Mrs. Kenny read aloud:

“Dear Father Langendonck,

We are instructed by one of our clients who wishes to
remain anonymous to send you the enclosed check for
£1,000 in aid of the church you contemplate building in
Henfield. HE hopes this contribution will enable you to
put the work in hand.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) Bright & Oldroyd.”

“Well, of course,” said Mrs. Kenny, “didn’t you pray for it?”
and bustled back to her kitchen, but with tears in her eyes and
joy in her heart.

TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Robert Zweber shared this photo of many memories of St. John's
School for the Deaf students and staff gathering and praying at this
Nativity scene.

| 5
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CATHOLIC THAT! IN EARLY 2021

Due to our Deaf
Apostolate Pastoral
Plan, one of our goals
is faith formation
that is accessible

in American Sign
Language (ASL). The
Catholic That! series
is one of the faith formation opportunities that continues
to fulfill this goal. We enjoyed the livestreamed Catholic
That! sessions last Advent season on learning about the
fundamentals and meaning of Advent with Tom Meitner.

Here is our planned schedule for the upcoming presentations
offered virtually in the early part of 2021.

January: “Our Lady of Guadalupe” by Fr. Bill Key
February: “Why We're Catholic: Part I”

by Deacon David Sommers

“Lent: The Meaning of Fasting”

by Fr. Christopher Klusman

Please email at: deafapostolate@archmil.org to receive the

link(s) for these presentations. All presentations will expire
by the last day of its assigned months.

March:

Professor: “Give the chemical
formula for water”

Student: “HIJKLMN O”
Professor: “Are you trying to be
funny young man?”

Student: “No. That’s what you told us: ‘Water is H to O”

TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Faithful Jos. Frederick with our snow plow.

CHRISTMAS EVE IN PURGATORY

“"Tis Christmas Eve — ves, for all of us. The fire in the grate has.burned
low, and a soft and solemn light fills the room. But something — or someone
is missing. We mourn the loss of some dear one. perhaps. Within the last few
months someone has gone from the fireside, some sweet voice has been stilled.
A kind father, a tender, beloved mother has gone to rest with God — perhaps
they still wait in purgatory to be reunited with God. Tis Chrismas Eve in
purgatory too. We will not forget those loved ones there. On the morrow we
will receive the newborn King into our hearts. and beseech Him to release
them from prison. On the morrow — ah! ‘tis the morrow now. The clock has
already struck twelve. Happy Christmas! Only a few short hours, and He
nd love. He will

tears

will come within our hearts. We will receive Him with joy

be our Guest to remain with us always, to guide us through tl

until one day we too shall kneel before His face in the glory of the Beatific
Vision, there to love and enjoy Him for ages to come.”

Chrigtmag 2020
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CATHOLIC QUIZ (CHRISTMAS)

1. Who was the prophet that foretold a virgin
shall give birth to a son called Immanuel?
(a) Jeremiah (b) Ezekiel (c) Isaiah (d) Elijah

2. True or False: Mary and St. Joseph went to
Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus because they

were following a star.

3. Only these two of the four Gospels mentions

the birth of Christ. Which two?

(a) Matthew and John (b) Mark and Luke

(c) Luke and John (d) Matthew and Luke

4. What are the three gifts which are mentioned being given by the wise

men?

(a) Lamb, gold and frankincense (b) food, silver and frankincense
(¢) scrolls, candles and gold (d) gold, myrrh and frankincense

5. Due to King Herod’s threat, to where did Jesus’ family flee from

Bethlehem?

(a) Nazareth (b) Egypt (c) Turkey (d) Samaria

(Answers on page 19.)

Merry Christmas

The spiritual joy that shall be meas-
ured out to us on the birthday of the
Infant Jesus will depend in no small
degree on the previous preparation that
we shall have made for the great feast.
The Church in her ancient discipline
required the faithful to fast and to do
penance during the four weeks of Ad-
vent. Although this rigid discipline has
long since been mitigated, the spirit of
penance still remains. This the ordinary
Catholic will observe by the violet color
of the vestments worn by the priest at
the Sunday Mass. The faithful are ex-
horted to stay away from dances and
other purely secular amusements, to prac-
tice mortification, and to spend some
time in the reading of spiritual books. 1t

is also recommended to be more faithful

in reciting one’s daily pravers, in attend-
ing week-day Mass, and in receiving Holy
Communion more T'hese,
with devout praver, emable us to make
giant strides towards perfection.

p
Thus, renewed in spirit, we wait with
eagerness and almost impatience for the
festival of the Nativity. The church with
its crib, the Midnight Mass with its
many lights' and sacred music, the re-

membrance of the birth of the Infant

Saviour at the solemn hour, then His
birth in the heart at Holy Communion,
all tend to fill one with a happiness not
of earth, a happiness that only the de-
vout Catholic can expe Over-
flowing with jov, we greet our friends
with a cheerful and heartfelt ““Merry
Christmas!”

» FROM THE DELAVAN CORNER -
Continued from Page 3.

But seriously, we can have deep joy and
deep peace - rather than anxiety and
depression - knowing that our eternal
life is a gift to us. We cannot be “fed up”
about joy and peace. It does not need

to be complicated. Just believe it as
wholeheartedly as a child-like Jesus said:

Amen, I say to you, whoever
does not accept the kingdom of
God like a child will not enter
it. (Luke 18:17)

That is why in the previous article, we said
it was important to remind our family
and friends about the true meaning

of Christmas when they tell us how
stressed-out they are feeling during the
holidays. Like God loves us, we love our
family and friends and we do not want to
forget about the joy that comes through
practicing our faith in Jesus through the
holidays. We want them to feel peaceful
and happy. So, if we love them, we help
and steer them in the right direction for
the sake of their spiritual well-being and
their mental health. We advise them to go
easy and stay with what is important i.e.
gift-giving, spending time together, and
praying.

On the flip side, it is also important that
we watch what we say. We need to watch
our thoughts and pray for positive “self-
talk” about Christmas. We need to pray
for help every time we find our thoughts
veering off track and lose the spiritual
meaning of Christmas. Take joy in the
gifts — big or small - by loved ones, be
present at the moment with family and
friends, and pray. Be vigilant so that

we do not fall victim to the hyperbole
surrounding the holidays. We need to
be ‘simple’ as a child and remember that
Christmas Day is about the arrival of
Christ so that we could have eternal life
with our Heavenly Father.

Merry Christmas! Indeed, it is! It is a
merry day because Christ has arrived!

| 7



HAND IN HAND | WINTER 2020

ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX: MODEL SAINT FOR THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

By Fr. Christopher Klusman

St. Thérese is one of the most popular saints of all time. She

is a great saint for us, that in thinking about her, she enables
us to think more deeply about what it means to truly follow
Our Lord, Jesus Christ. In this article, I'd like us to focus on
one thing that St. Thérése can teach us: the true reason for the
Christmas season.

St. Thérese is a Carmelite, which is the same religious order
that is responsible for our Basilica at Holy Hill. Her vocation is
being a nun. You
may have learned
about some saints
who have as part
of their religious
names a place
where they lived
or came from,

or about an
important part of
Jesus, such as “St. Teresa of Avila” (from she was from) and St.
John of the Cross” (his life embracing the Cross, same as Jesus
did). What about St. Thérése? She is often referred to as the
“Little Flower” and “St. Thérese of Lisieux. In reality, her full
religious name is “St. Thérése of the Infant Child and the Holy
Face” Isn't that beautiful?

Before we go deeper into why she chose those characteristics
of Jesus as part of her religious name, I'll emphasize the
importance of the reason for the Christmas season: “The
Greatest Gift of all is Jesus Christ!” Now, let’s look at an
important event in the life of St. Thérese before she entered

the Carmelite convent. What St. Thérese would tell you is that
she was very spoiled growing up. But, something happened

at Christmas (when she was almost 14 years old) that forever
changed who she is. She said, “It was December 25, 1886, that I
received the grace of leaving my childhood, in a word, the grace
of my complete conversion . . . I felt charity enter into my soul,
the need to forget myself and to please others; since then I've been
happy!”1 think that this grace-filled event should be shown in
its entirety written by St. Thérese in her spiritual classic, Story of
a Soul:

It was December 25, 1886, that I received the grace of
leaving my childhood, in a word, the grace of my complete
conversion. We had come back from Midnight Mass where
I had the happiness of receiving the strong and powerful
God [through Holy Communion]. Upon arriving at [home
at] Les Buissonnets, I used to love to take my shoes from the

chimney-corner and examine the presents in them; this old
custom had given us so much joy in our youth that Céline
wanted to continue treating me as a baby since I was the
youngest in the family. Papa had always loved to see my
happiness and listen to my cries of delight as I drew each
surprise from the magic shoes, and my dear King’s gaiety
increased my own happiness very much.

However, Jesus desired to show me that I was to give up the
defects of my childhood and so He withdrew its innocent
pleasures. He permitted Papa, tired out after the Midnight
Mass, to experience annoyance when seeing my shoes at the
fireplace, and that he speak those words which pierced my
heart: “Well, fortunately, this will be the last year!”

I was going upstairs, at the time, to remove my hat, and
Céline, knowing how sensitive I was and seeing the tears
already glistening in my eyes, wanted to cry too, for she
loved me very much and understood my grief. She said, “Oh,
Thérése, don’t go downstairs; it would cause you too much
grief to look at your slippers right now!”

But Thérese was no longer the same; Jesus had changed her
heart! Forcing back my tears, I descended the stairs rapidly;
controlling the poundings of my heart, I took my slippers and
placed them in front of Papa, and withdrew all the objects
joyfully. I had the happy appearance of a Queen. Having
regained his own cheerfulness, Papa was laughing; Céline
believed it was all a dream! Fortunately, it was a sweet reality;
Thérese had discovered once again the strength of soul which
she had lost at the age of four and a half, and she was to
preserve it forever!

St. Thérese, even when she was almost 14 years old, looked
forward to getting Christmas presents, in which, in her
tradition, was placed into shoes/slippers. While it was an
accident that as she went upstairs, she overheard her father
show frustration that she was “too old” for this and that it had
better be the last year because it was supposed to be an activity
for little children (which St. Thérese didn’t want to give up).

» ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX - Continued on Page 9.
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When it was discovered that she accidentally overheard her
father’s comment, St. Thérése, known for her high sensitive
outbursts and tearful tantrums, totally shocked her father and
older sister, Céline, at showing a whole different response!

An important part of this is that when it mentioned how St.
Thérese lost her “strength of soul” at the age of 4 and a half, it
was because of the unexpected death of her beloved mother to
breast cancer. How did
St. Thérese completely
change? It was grace that
poured completely into
her at that moment after
she heard her father’s
comments and before she

"Devotion to the
HOLY FACE
was the Servant of
God's special
attraction. As tender
as St. Therese' devotion
to the Child Jesus, it
cannot be compared to
her devotion to the
Holy Face.”
Carmelite Nun MOTHER AGNES"

‘words about St. Therese devotion to
the HOLY FACE

descended the stairs. ..

Imagine if she had
never had that powerful
experience? Would she
be St. Thérese we know
of today? She could’ve
continued to receive
Christmas presents in her shoes/slippers which makes us think
about presents. It is safe to say that St. Thérese received a better
Christmas present, the gift of a powerful inner conversion that,
from that moment on, her family said that she was never the
same, in which she never thought of herself, but only of others.
She, from that moment, wanted to imitate the “Greatest Gift

of them all,” Jesus, the One who gave of His entire mind, soul,
heart, body, will, and everything to God and others. St. Thérese
wanted to do the same thing and she did every single second
to the moment of her death. All she ever wanted to do was to
please Jesus and to show Him proof in every single thing that
she said and done. Is this something that you would be willing
to pray for? That you prefer a deeper conversion as a Christmas
present than a new shirt, new device, new, etc.? It is not too late
to start asking that as the better present...

Let’s return to St. Thérése’s religious name. While the first part
is “of the Infant Child,” this also has a very rich Christmas
meaning. While Jesus was born in the human flesh from the
Blessed Virgin Mary, which is a huge reason for Christmas, and
how we see images of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph
holding the infant Jesus. Jesus is Emmanuel, meaning “God
with us” What is shocking is that baby Jesus, also fully God,

is vulnerable and in total dependence on the Blessed Virgin
Mary and St. Joseph. We all can remember the experience of
seeing a baby. How many of us would love an opportunity to

hold a baby? A baby is so

Christmas Day,"
innocent, trusting, and \

Love and a spirit

of self-forgetfulness
took possession

of me, and

from that time

| was perfectly

vulnerable. St. Thérése
had a great devotion to
the infant Jesus and her
spirituality was a childlike
and innocent simplicity
and trust in God’s love.
This is not the same as
perpetual immaturity
and childishness, but
rather perpetual love,
trust, and childlikeness. A child trusts his or her mother and
father completely, so much that he or she can enjoy the present
moment and the graces therein with complete joy, without
worry. She always remembered to be like the infant/child Jesus,
to be like Him in the arms of God, Blessed Virgin Mary, and
St. Joseph like a child, especially to be trusting, dependent and
embraced by them. Do you trust that God the Son (Jesus) and
Our Mother Mary have everything under control?

Also, St. Thérese would continue to grow in greater intimacy
with Jesus, as she holds Him, feeds Him, loves Him, hugs Him,
kisses Him, and talks with Him as the Infant Child. How can
you do this today and every day? A few examples are that you
can talk to baby Jesus through prayer and after you receive Holy
Communion, as well as loving Him by giving Him your daily
sacrifices. One beautiful tradition from Advent is that at the
beginning of Advent, an empty manger can be placed for all

to see at home. Any prayer and sacrifices that you can do for
another person allow you to put one straw of hay (or one strip
of paper) in the manger so that when Christmas arrives, baby
Jesus can have a comfortable bed to lay inside. Aren’t those
beautiful ways to connect with Our Lord? What's stopping you?

Also, another powerful title to St. Thérese’s religious name is “of
the Holy Face” For thousands of years, the Jewish people waited
and couldn’t see the Face of God. But, with the arrival of Jesus,
the Second Person of the Triune God, the Blessed Virgin Mary;,
and St. Joseph became the first people to see the holy face of
God! Imagine that?! We often take for granted the precious face
of God through Jesus. While we may find solace, security, and
peace as a child when our parents come to our aid, how could
we not find solace, security, and peace when we look face-to-
face at the Holy Face of Jesus?

At her Carmelite convent in Lisieux, France, the Carmelite
community had a great devotion to the face of Jesus that was
on the veil of St. Veronica. Remember the Stations of the Cross

» ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX - Continued on Page 10.
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when St. Veronica wiped the holy face of Jesus? This brings a
whole new understanding of the Holy Face, as it also reminds
us of how the beautiful and Holy Face of God was so horribly
beaten, spat upon, and tortured because of all our sins. St.
Thérese wrote such beautiful words in her “Canticle (Song) to
the Holy Face” which I will include here:

Jesus, Your ineffable image

Is the star which guides my steps.
Ah, You know, Your sweet Face

Is for me Heaven on earth.

My love discovers the charms

Of Your Face adorned with tears.
I smile through my own tears
When I contemplate Your sorrows.

Oh! To console You I want

To live unknown on earth!

Your beauty, which You know how to veil,
Discloses for me all its mystery.

I would like to fly away to You!

Your Face is my only homeland.

It’s my Kingdom of love.

It’s my cheerful meadow.

Each day, my sweet sun.

It’s the Lily of the Valley

Whose mysterious perfume
Consoles my exiled soul,

Making it taste the peace of Heaven.

It’s my Rest, my Sweetness

And my melodious Lyre

Your Face, O my Sweet Savior,
Is the Divine Bouquet of Myrrh
I want to keep on my heart!

Your Face is my only wealth.

I ask for nothing more.

Hiding myself in it unceasingly,

I will resemble You, Jesus

Leave in me, the Divine Impress

Of Your features filled with sweetness,
And soon I'll become holy.

I shall draw hearts to You.

So that I may gather

A beautiful golden harvest,

Deign to set me aflame with Your Fire.
With Your adorned mouth,

Give me soon the Eternal Kiss!

Such breathtaking love St. Thérése had
for Jesus, especially to His Holy Face! Do
we ever realize how precious any image
of the Holy Face is to us and do we give
the utmost respect whenever to the Holy
Face whenever we see it?

What people don't realize is that there
have been many miracles (documented)
due to peoples devotion to the Holy
Face of Jesus. One famous ministry to
the Holy Face is by the Venerable Leo
Dupont of Tours in France, who is often
called the “Apostle to the Holy Face” He
often had people come to his home to
the oratory in which he had the image
of the Holy Face of Jesus. He would
pray with the visitors to the Holy Face
and many, many, many prayers and

THE

HOLY MAN
OF TOURS

miracles have been answered!

St. Thérese had this to say about the
Holy Face: “I desire that, like the Face
of Jesus, my face be truly hidden that
no one on earth would know me. I
thirsted after suffering and I longed to
be forgotten.” She only wanted her face to show the Holy Face,
meaning that when people see her, she had only wanted to see
Jesus’ Face, not her own face.

In conclusion, St. Thérése of the Infant Child and the Holy
Face is truly a model saint for the meaning of Christmas.

She reminds us beautifully by the way she lived her saintly

life, even cloistered inside a convent, that the reason for the
Christmas season is what she lived by every day of her life. She
became one of the Doctors of the Catholic Church. Jesus is the
GREATEST gift of all time. No other gifts are worthy of Jesus
Himself. During this Christmas season, let’s continually pray
for that inner conversion so that we can always love Jesus as an
Infant Jesus that we hold, look, and love. At the same time, that
we become like the baby Jesus in His
innocent and trusting dependence on
God, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and

St. Joseph. At the same time, that we
always cherish and highly respect all
the images that show the Holy Face
of Jesus, no matter what age Jesus is.
Because with Jesus, He is the Gift that
we only want and always want, in all
the days of our lives! B
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ST. JOHN'S INSTITUTE FOR DEAF MUTES, ST. FRANCIS, WIS.

Since our Summer 2019
Special 175th Anniversary
Commemorative Hand in
Hand Newsletter, we are proud
to continue the tradition of
including articles related to
the history of St. John’s School
for the Deaf. This historical
article was taken from an
historical book, The Catholic
Church in Wisconsin, pages

all her powerful influence to
educate and elevate the poor
unfortunate mute. With this
purpose in view, the St. John’s
Institute for deaf mutes was
organized. Less than thirty
years after the admission of
Wisconsin into the Union,
and in the thirty-second year
after the establishment of the
bishopric in Milwaukee, this

institute came into existence.

911-918, published in 1898!
The reason it is included in the
Christmas section is that our
Catholic Church, even at the end of the 1800s, still recognized
the importance of the deaf people’s rights to be educated in a
school, but most importantly to have access in learning the truths
of God and His Catholic Church. Keep in mind that this article
was published here exactly as it was in 1898, even though some
outdated phrases and concepts are not what we would use today
in the 21st century. Still, much valuable historical information is
included in this article.

The Catholic Church has always been a friend and champion
of the unfortunate and oppressed. No class escapes her notice,
and in the face of incomprehensible difficulties, she has made
provision for the poverty-stricken, the blind, the insane, the
feeble-minded, the deaf and dumb, and, in short, all those who
through misfortune become the objects of charity.

It was the Roman Catholic Church and the acts of her ministers
that changed all the existing notions regarding the status

of the deaf mute in society. The Roman and anti-Christian
notion was, that the deaf mute could not be educated, and,
consequently, the treatment received by him was harsh in the
extreme. From the dawn of Christianity, we find examples of
deaf mutes educated by the bishops and priests of the Church.
Finally, the work was taken up systematically by the Fathers
Pedro Ponce and Abbe De’l'Pee.

Their efforts led to the organization of schools throughout
Europe, and in the course of time, both lay and clerical
educators became interested in the work. It was, too, from the
school of Abbe De’l 'Pee that the first American deaf mute
educator acquired the method of obtaining the knowledge
which has made the school that bears his name famous.

The Catholic Church has not only been the forerunner and
disseminator of deaf mute education, but continues still with

St. John's Deaf Mute Institute, St. Francis, Wis.

It was organized in the year
1876, by the Rev. Theodore
Bruenner, and has consequently passed the twenty-first year

of its existence. Through this period, the institute has been
successfully presided over by the Rev. Theodore Bruenner,

the Rev. John Friedl, the Rev. Charles Fessler, and the present
rector, the Rev. M. M. Gerend, who has presided since 1889. It
has gone on from its humble beginnings in rooms above the
gymnasium of the Pio Nono College, until it has reached the
finished and fully equipped structure of to-day. During the past
few years, the chapel has been finished, the building renovated
and the grounds improved and ornamented. All this has been
accomplished with no little difficulty. Extraordinary efforts
had to be made both to secure funds for the improvement of
the buildings and the sustenance of the school. Several times it
appeared as if these difficulties would close the institution, yet,
through the goodness of God, they have been met thus far, and
the home stands to-day a refuge for all those unfortunates who
stand in need of its beneficent influences.

The institute is a three-story building of cream-colored
brick, situated at the village of St. Francis, just south of the
Catholic Normal School and the Pio Nono College. It is
heated by furnaces, provided with ample ventilation and
has kept in touch with all the modern improvements. In a
wing south of the main building, is the chapel, dedicated to
the memory of the late Most Rev. Archbishop Heiss, one of
the warmest friends of the deaf mute. This chapel is most
neatly finished and furnished. A neat little altar, statuettes,
sculpture, pews, and ornamentations, the work of the

deaf mutes, bears evidence to the skill they have acquired
while attending St. John’s Institute; for it is the policy of the
institute, so far as possible, to have the young mutes acquire

P ST. JOHN’S - Continued on Page 12.
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Deaf Mutes in the Class Room.

some trade which may be a means of sustenance to them in
after life.

The grounds have been beautified and made attractive by the
deaf mutes, under the supervision of their rector. To the east
side, a little lake has been constructed, which is adorned with
little islands and rustic bridges connecting them. The lawn has
been embellished with numerous beds of flowers, trees and
mounds. A large cage has been placed in the center of the lawn,
in which is a happy family, consisting of a variety of animals. It
is a delight to see the mutes watching these animals and feeding
them through the wire, with grass, leaves and nuts, which they
gather in the neighboring wood. A shrine of the Blessed Virgin
has also been constructed there.

Through their misfortune the deaf mutes are unable to enjoy
their homes as other children, but it is the aim of St. John’s
Institute, by its motherly care and pleasant surroundings, to
supply as far as may be the pleasures and delights of other
children. Here they are a happy family, bound together by the
common bonds of sympathy and misfortune. Under well-
directed intelligent guides, they develop in understanding,
until the misfortune, so far as human agency can make it, is at a
minimum.

The school curriculum includes not only the secular branches,
reading, writing, geography, arithmetic, etc., but also the truths
of religion. This is very helpful, for the deaf mute usually is
headstrong and obstinate, and the knowledge of God and His
religion aids materially in governing them and building up
their character. The child’s case is studied upon his arrival at
the institute, and that method of instruction adopted which

is deemed most advantageous in the individual case. So far as
practicable, the articulation method is used. In cases where the

children have been long at schools elsewhere, and taught in the
sign method, their religious instruction must be continued in
the method, for these children can remain but a short time in
school. It is used also in the case of defective vocal organs. In
other cases the articulation method is used.

The school is supplied with charts, maps, and such objects as
are necessary in elementary work in school. In addition to
school work, the girls are taught housework, baking, cooking,
etc., needle-work, plain and fancy, and also painting. The boys
are taught carving and shoemaking, and, by frequent use, attain
dexterity in the use of tools. Thus the education is elementary,
religious and industrial at the same time.

The girls’ department is at present in charge of Sister Patricia,
of the Order of St. Francis. With a devotion to her pupils
characteristic of the Sisters, she seeks to bring these poor souls
who know not God to a knowledge of their Redeemer, and
to give them such instruction as will enable them to succeed
among their fellows. How well she succeeds, the bright girls that
have been, and are now in her care, testify. She is assisted in her
work by Miss Anna Condon, a graduate of the school teachers
of the articulation system.

Professor L. W. Mihm, a graduate of the Catholic Normal
School, who has been in charge of the boys” department for
nineteen years, is a striking example of a patient and devoted
interest in a good work. His is a remarkable instance of the
impression of the teacher upon the pupil. His stamp is left upon
the pupils, in their hand writing, ways of thinking and action.
He is their ideal, and when it comes to the problems of life, they
look back to Professor Mihm and the rector of the institute for
counsel and advice.

Deaf Mutes at Work.

P ST. JOHN’S - Continued on Page 13.
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Deaf Mutes in the Carving Shop.

Professor Mihm is now assisted in his work by Professor
Stettner, who takes charge of the articulation work. Professor
Stettner was the first teacher at the school, which is known as
the Phonological Institute, or School for the Deaf in Milwaukee.

Many of the children who attend the school are entirely unable
to pay tuition and board. But no one is refused admission

on this account. In the case of the poor, the child is received
with the only condition, that the parents pay as much toward
its support as they feel able to. The support of these children,
and the expenses necessary for the management of the house,
throws a considerable burden upon the shoulders of the rector.
Means must be had, and for these means he must appeal to

the charitable. The rector has published several books, and
conducts a quarterly in order to bring funds. Bazaars and other
entertainments are given, from time to time, and these, through
the kindness of the friends of the institution, have furnished
the necessary requisite to make it self-supporting. These friends
and benefactors are remembered daily in Holy Mass, and in the
prayers of the mutes. No worthier charity may be found, as a
visit to the institute will convince.

Of the wonderful amount of good accomplished by such an
institution as this, no easier estimate, perhaps, can be formed
than by referring partially to an address delivered by the Rev.
M. M. Gerend, president and rector of St. John's Institute, in
which much valuable and interesting data is given. He first
refers to the name “deaf and dumb” as a misnomer, or at least
misleading, on account of the definition generally accepted
wherever it is applied. As regards this, he says: “A deaf mute
person who can neither hear nor speak. A person who was
born deaf, or who loses his hearing at a very early age, is mute
or dumb, also. The primary defect is deafness, dumbness, as
arule, being only the consequence of it. This we can readily
understand if we watch a little child that is learning to speak.
The child hears the sound and tries to imitate it, and, as it

advances in age, it learns to imitate sounds, and finally succeeds
in speaking words and sentences. It is thus that everyone of

us has learned to speak. Now, the deaf mute cannot hear, and
consequently cannot imitate sounds, and must, as a matter of
course, remain mute, or dumb. You see, then, that the term
‘deaf and dumb’ is somewhat unfortunate, because it conveys a
wrong idea. The affliction of the deaf and dumb is not twofold;
it affects two organs, certainly, but only in the way of cause and
effect. The ear is the guide and directress of the tongue, and if
the ear is doomed to perpetual silence, the tongue is included
in the same ban. Now, in order to correct this error, some of
the authorities have adopted the term ‘deaf mute; which is now
generally used in this country. The poor unfortunates whom

we signify by this term have joyfully indorsed the use of it in
preference to that of ‘deaf and dumb; because, as they say, this
term is also used when speaking of an irrational beast. Thus we,
for instance, say, ‘the dumb animal, the dumb beast. The deafness
is either inherited or caused by sickness or accident. Deafness,
when inherited, is called congenital. When caused by sickness or
accident, it is called adventitious. It is estimated that ten per cent.
of all the deaf in the United States spring from kindred parents
in the following proportions, namely: when only one parent

is congenitally deaf, i.e., born deaf, one child out of every one
hundred and thirty children will be deaf, and when both parents
are congenitally deaf, one in ten of the offspring will be deaf. The
children of such as are adventitiously deaf, i.e., through sickness
or accident, do not seem to be affected by the deafness of parents.
Among the causes of adventitious deafness, scarlet fever is the
most fruitful in the United States, this disease alone causing from
twenty to twenty-five per cent. of all cases. Next to scarlet fever,
comes brain fever.

Deaf Mute Girls at Play.

P ST. JOHN’S - Continued on Page 14.
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Deaf Mute Boys at Play.

Deafness is much more common than it was formerly
supposed to be. It was only when the schools for the deaf now
in existence began their useful work, that the actual numbers
of those unfortunates began to appear. Wherever schools were
established, inquiries were made and inducements were handed
out, and thus it was ascertained that the number of deaf mutes
was alarming. Statistics show that in this country about one in
every one thousand five hundred inhabitants is a deaf mute,
which, when estimating the population of the United States

at sixty millions, would show a result of forty thousand deaf
mutes.

For these forty thousand deaf mutes we have in our country,
which so well boasts of its humane character, about eighty
schools, taught by almost seven hundred teachers and attended
by about ten thousand pupils. Of these eighty schools,
according to substantial authority, twelve are Catholic. These
schools are as follows: St. Joseph’s Institute at New York,
eighty-nine pupils; branch of the same in West Chester County;,
in New York, one hundred and forty-five pupils; another
branch at Brooklyn, New York, sixty-two pupils; Le Colteaux
St. Mary’s Institute at Buffalo, New York, one hundred and
fifty-four pupils; Epheta School, at Chicago, sixty-eight pupils;
School for the Deaf and Dumb, at New Orleans, twenty-six
pupils; the Sunday School for Deaf and Dumb, Philadelphia,
fifty-nine pupils; a mission school for deaf and dumb, also at
Philadelphia, fifty-one pupils; Deaf and Dumb Institute, at

St. Louis, Missouri, thirty-one pupils; St. John's Institute, St.
Francis, Wisconsin, Archdiocese of Milwaukee, about forty-five
pupils—a total of seven hundred and twenty-five pupils.

From further statistics furnished, and taking as a basis for
our supposition the fact that there are at least ten million
Catholics in the United States, we learn, by adopting the

same principle as heretofore applied, that seven thousand of
these are deaf mutes. Of this number, it will be seen from the
foregoing statement, less than one thousand are attending
Catholic institutions provided for the care of those who are thus
afflicted. This is certainly not as it should be, for while, as some
may be led to believe, there are State Institutions thoroughly
competent of caring for them in a material way, they are,

when so instructed, as it were, placed outside the pale of the
Church, and far removed from its better and strengthening
influences. As previously remarked, stubbornness is one of the
marked peculiarities and characteristics of deaf mutes. First
impressions having a radical effect upon them, it has been
found in a majority of cases to be a fact that this condition can
best be overcome by appealing to and enlarging their faculties
for reasoning. For this unhappy condition of theirs is not to

be charged to a state of mental laxity or incapacity, but simply
to the fact that the affliction to which they have been born,
unfortunately limits them to a very narrow scope of ideas, as

a result of which they attain that peculiar state of mind which
in those not bereft of the powers of hearing and speech would
be designated as dogmatical and absurd. In overcoming this
undesirable attribute, those who have made a study of the
disease are unanimous in the belief that it is to be better and
more successfully handled through the medium of religious
influence, than any other power which could be brought to bear
upon it. For this reason, then, it is most desirable that these
poor creatures, as far as possible, should be educated in schools
or institutions which are able also to direct their moral forces
and imbue their minds with such valuable accessories as are
afforded by an earlier Christian training.

Chapel at St. John’s Institute, St. Francis, Wis.

P ST. JOHN’S - Continued on Page 15.
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The work that is carried on at St. John’s Institute is at
another time very touchingly referred to by Father Gerend
in the following language: “It is the work of Him who has
declared, ‘let the little ones come unto Me, and prevent
them not, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven’ It is the
work that Jesus performed, when, during his sojourn upon
earth, he laid his hands upon the sick and suffering, and
by a word or touch restored them to health and sight and
speech. On many occasions Scripture tells us He met the
deaf mutes, but on none did He pass them by. Invariably
He helped them. We call ourselves Christians, and, in order
that we may lay due claim to this title, we must do as Christ
has done—be Christians, followers of Christ, not only

in name, but, above all, in deed. Our benefactors do this
by contributing their mite in coin, and otherwise toward
supporting a school where deaf mutes are taught, not only
secular branches, but where they are made familiar with
the teachings of Jesus and the doctrines of His Church,
where they are shown the way that leads to Heaven and
the means that will enable them to walk upon it. Were it
not for our benefactors, this good work would be crippled
and limited only to children of means, to the temporal and
eternal ruin of the poor.

“Our benefactors are like so many apostles, indirectly
preach the Gospel to the poor, expel that gloom and
uncertainty from their minds which makes them miserable
and disconsolate, fill them with hope and courage and love
of God; like good shepherds, they lead back to the fold the
lost sheep, extricate them from sin and peril, and make
Heaven rejoice; they are angels who hover over suffering
humanity, feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty,
clothing to the naked, sheltering the homeless, soothing
the weary, instructing the ignorant, warning the sinner,
ever performing the most sublime work possible here
below.

“The poor deaf mute who, six years ago, came to school
ignorant, half-witted and silly, a fit object of pity and
compassion, and a burden to his family, now leaves

it well instructed, a good Christian and citizen, and a
useful member of society. He was sullen and mum, now
is cheerful, conversing with his hearing brethren by hand
or mouth; he who was in the way is now seen side by side
with others in the workshop or office, competing with
them for an honest living; he who knew naught about
God and eternity is now found on his knees in the church,
at the feet of the priest or at the sacred rails, repenting

for his sins, praising God, and devoutly praying for his
benefactors.

“Allow me to remove, as it were, the curtain that separates
this world from the next. Take a glance at the beautiful
beyond, the place prepared for all the children of God;
behold in the midst of the chorus of the angels and saints
the deaf mutes made happy by our efforts; yes, behold
these mouths, which were silent here below, chanting the
praises of God forever! What greater satisfaction or reward
can we work for? The thought that our feeble efforts have
been instrumental in bringing about this happy result;

the thought that we have assisted them in reaching their
eternal destination—this thought, I say, must inspire us

to do even more in the future, must encourage us to work
till every deaf mute of Catholic birth can attend a Catholic
school.”

The Rev. M. M. Gerend,
president of St. John’s
Institute, was born on June
17, 1858, at Sheboygan,
Wisconsin. He studied for
the priesthood at St. Francis’
Seminary, near Milwaukee,
and was ordained there on
June 26, 1881, saying his
first Mass on the Feast of
the Most Precious Blood,
July 3d of that year, in

Holy Name Church at
Sheboygan. From that time
until 1889, he was pastor

of Westport and Waunakee
congregations. During his stay there he built a new church at
Waunakee, and later one at Middleton, Dane County. He was
president and procurator of the Catholic Normal School, Pio
Nono College and St. John’s Institute for Deaf Mutes from
1889-1895. In 1895, feeling unable to do justice to so many
charges, he resigned as rector of the Catholic Normal School
and Pio Nono College, and at present has charge only of St.
John’s Institute, attending, also, to the spiritual wants of two
missions, i. e., St. Frederick’s, at Cudahy, Wisconsin, and St.
Bernard’s Church, at Middleton, Wisconsin.

Father Gerend has devoted much time in behalf of the
inmates of St. John’s, for which institute he has published a
number of books. He is also at the present time editor of the
“Deaf Mutes’ Friend Family Library,” a Catholic quarterly,
which is published for the benefit of poor deaf mutes.

Rev. M. M. Gerend
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DEAF APOSTOLATE INTERVIEWS ROBERT ZWEBER

By Fr. Christopher Klusman

you grow up? I was born in Rice Lake,
Wisconsin. My family and I lived there
until I was about 12 or 13 years old. Since
the house was becoming too small with
the birth of my baby sister, we moved

to White Bear Lake, Minnesota, which

is about 15 minutes north of the Twin
Cities, Minnesota. I am the middle child
of my family, with one brother who is the
oldest and one sister, who is the
youngest.

Robert Zweber

I had an uncle who was a
priest. His name was Fr.
Raymond Zweber. He was my
father’s brother. He served in
the Archdiocese of St. Paul

& Minneapolis. My father
and mother both had many
sisters who became nuns. On
my father’s side, several of my
aunts’ religious names were:
Sr. Mary Aimee, Sr. Agnes
Therese, and Sr. Mary John.
On my mother’s side, several
of my aunts’ religious names
were: Sr. Mary Nora, Sr. Mary
Fidelis, and Sr. Mary Neal. There are many more religious
relatives in my family tree.

Here is young Robert with
Santa Claus.

2. Were you born deaf? If not, when did you become
deaf? How did your parents find out you were deaf?
I was born hearing, but around the age of 3 months, I
became sick with a very high fever of about 105 degrees.
My mother was worried and called the doctor, who
advised that we had better go to a famous hospital
(Mayo Clinic) in Rochester, Minnesota. My Aunt, Sr.
Nora (my mother’s sister), prayed. They said that I
could die anytime. The doctor did more tests. I ended
up staying there for about a week. Soon after, the doctor

told something to my parents that shocked them, “I'm 4.

sorry that your son is deaf” They thought, “What am I
supposed to do?” By Divine Providence, the doctor told
my parents that there is a good Catholic School for the
Deaf in Milwaukee! Since my parents wanted me to go to

~ 1. Where were you born? Where did 3.

a Catholic school, that was how I ended up going there.

When (how old and what grade) did you first go to St.
John’s School for the Deaf? Again, my parents wanted
me to go to a Catholic school as that was very important
to them. I first arrived at i

St. John’s during the year
1952. 1 was three years
old. I still remembered

when we arrived there and
looked around the school.
Then my parents tried to
tell me (which I couldn’t
understand) that they had
to go “Bye-bye.” It was

so confusing. They were
trying to tell me to sleep
in that room (dormitory).
After seeing so many beds,
I remembered thinking, “Where are my brother and baby
sister going to sleep?” Then, I happened to fall asleep.
When I woke up, I couldn’t find my parents since they

had already left. I was so scared that I ran downstairs.

One Sister tried chasing me and eventually caught me. I
remembered feeling so scared thinking maybe I would
never see my parents again! I cried and cried... Sister tried
to calm me. Eventually, up to around the age of 5 is when I
began to really understand that this is a dormitory and that
I could still go home to my family during breaks.

Rt =l

Robert Zweber’s Parents.

My first teacher was Sr. Bertrand. I remembered at that
time, through Fr. Gehl, that we all were required speech
training so I can’t remember exactly when they allowed us
to communicate through American Sign Language (ASL).
Left: Mr. Mervil Buss,
Engineer

Middle: Michael Walter,
General Maintenance, Boy’s
Dorm III Supervisot, and
Boy Scout Troop 307
Assistant Leader

Right:Mr. Robert Zweber,
General Maintenance

Who were your favorite staff people at St. John’s School
for the Deaf? Why? I loved the four Sisters: Sr. Mary
Claude Telderer, OSE, Sr. Mary Reynildis Frederick, OSE,

» ROBERT ZWEBER - Continued on Page 17.
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» ROBERT ZWEBER - Continued from Page 16.

Sr. Mary Walter (later known as Sr. Margaret Peter),
OSE and Sr. Mary Henriella, OSF. They all did a great
job explaining stuff to me. They taught me a lot through
reading (English), mathematics, and history.

5. What was your favorite subject/class? Why? My favorite
subjects were mathematics, English (reading), and art.
Those were subjects that I enjoyed.

6. What year did
you graduate? I
graduated from St.
John’s School for the
Deaf in eighth grade
during the year 1965.
I remembered when
I was graduating, I

was worried because I
didn’t want to leave St.
John’s School for the - :
Deaf, The hard thing |fE=m e =t s
was that my parents

wanted me to go to the Minnesota State Academy for the
Deaf. I remembered going there on tour with my parents,
in which their words to me were: “Next year, you will go
there”” I felt torn and didn’t know what to do for I still
didn’t want to say no to be disrespectful to my parents.
What I did was I prayed and cried for I really wanted to
go to St. John’s School for the Deaf as they will start a new
high school just when I graduate from the eighth grade.

I remembered telling Fr. Murphy how I was hoping to
stay for high school. Then, I remembered one day when
my parents said they had a surprise for me. A surprise?

I wondered and wondered what the surprise was? Then
they finally told me that I will be able to go to St. John’s
School for the Deaf for high school!!! I was SO happy! So
I began there in 1965 and am part of their first graduating
high school class in 1969.

7. What job(s) did you do after you graduated? When I
was a Junior, I remembered two students worked part-
time during the summer, so I asked Fr. Murphy if I could,
and they accepted me for the Summer of 1967. Since they
said that the work I did was good, I was able to do it again

for the Summer of 1968. It was nice that I was allowed
to finish work a few weeks before school started in the
fall, in which I was able to go home for a few weeks to
be with family. After I graduated from St. John’s School

for the Deaf In 1969 as a 16-year-old, I worked full-time
there for 14 years on the maintenance staff until the
school closed in 1983. I worked on staff with Mr. Joseph
Frederick, Engineer, and Mr. Mervil Buss, Custodian. I
did work for a short time as a boys dormitory supervisor
and stopped doing that right before I got married in 1972
as that job required me to stay at the dorm and that I
didn’t want to be apart from my wife. I also remembered
when Mr. Joseph Frederick became ill with cancer in
1971 and passed away in 1974, I had told Fr. Murphy to
hire Mike Walter, which they did. Mike Walter worked
from 1974-1983. When St. John’s School for the Deaf
closed, I was really sad for I didn't want it to close. They
allowed me to stay in what then became St. John’s Center
(1983-1993) for 10 more years before it was sold. I then
worked at various archdiocesan facilities (which included
the central offices and St. Francis de Sales Seminary). In
2012, I was assigned full-time at the central offices until
my retirement in 2015. When I retired, my wife, Patricia,
and I had dreams to do things together. But, due to my
wife’s unexpected illness and death, the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee’s central offices asked me to return part-time,
to which I gladly accepted. It was so nice when they said
that they missed me and my good work.

Please tell us about your
wife? My wife’s name is
Patricia. During 1970, I
went to the Holiday Inn
Hotel on South 13th Street
because I had to give a
presentation to about 50 to
100 people. I remembered
seeing Patricia sitting
over in one area with
her friends. I went over .
to talk with her. At that =
time, Patricia didn't really /%}/? A
know much sign language PRLN e
because her parents wanted Here is a picture of me newly
her to learn and use speech. marfie‘d with my new wife, )
So I had tried my best to Patricia, as we cut our wedding
cake together.
use my speech too from
what I learned at St. John’s School for the Deaf. From that
moment on, we became friends. I taught her some sign

language and I would write notes to her parents to see if
we could get together, so I would drive to pick her up and

» ROBERT ZWEBER - Continued on Page 18.
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» ROBERT ZWEBER - Continued from Page 17.

10.

11.

enjoy time together. She still was shy at that time. I also
remembered that I would give my written notes to Evelyn
Zola who would give them to Patricia since Evelyn meets
with her on Wednesday evenings. What is cool is that
Patricia would write written notes too to give to Evelyn to
give to me.

I remembered when Patricia told me how she and her
parents would travel to Delavan a few times. Patricia
would often say that she wanted to go to Wisconsin
School for the Deaf, but her parents said no. She had
even tried asking her parents to go to St. John’s School for
the Deaf, but her parents still refused. Her parents had
wanted her to continue learning and communicating in
speech only at her school.

As our dating got serious, I asked Patricia if she was
Catholic and she said she wasn’t. But, somehow, I was
thankful that Patricia said that she was willing to study to
become Catholic before our wedding. Also, during our
marriage preparation, they seemed brief. I had wished
we had the resources for preparation now than we had
during our time for we both still had to learn more things
after she became Catholic, as well as what our marriage
meant. We got married in the chapel at St. John’s School
for the Deaf on August 5, 1972. It was a beautiful sunny
day! The funny thing was we went on our honeymoon
afterward and the weather was mostly rainy.

Tell me about your children? Do you have
grandchildren? We have two sons. We had lost one by
miscarriage. Our oldest son is Bert, while the youngest
is Perry. My wife liked having two children so we stayed
with that.

How many years have you and Patricia been married?
For 43 and a half years. We were excited about our
45th-anniversary celebration and blessing, but, sadly,
she passed away at the age of 67. She had a brain tumor.
It was a difficult journey, but when she had to be in a
nursing home for 6 months, I visited her every day and
stayed with her, talking with her and playing games with
her. Every morning before I went to visit her, I would
pray the rosary. I was always with her and helping her
in every way I can. Our marriage is to be there for each
other “in sickness and in health” She passed peacefully
on May 10, 2016.

How did you feel about Mark Hansen (alumnus of
St. John’s School for the Deaf) at last year’s St. John’s
Alumni event in Oct. 2019 about you being the last

Deaf custodian at
St. John’s, while
the first Deaf
custodian was
Bernard McGrane
(1876-1938)2 Oh,
it was very nice and
thoughtful. It was
good to be part of
history.

12. What are your
favorite hobbies?
I love to read and

Mark Hansen surprised me by sharing
my place in history at St. John'’s during
our alumni gathering in October 2019.

to go out and visit places. I always love visiting my son
Perry in Arizona to see them and my 3 grandchildren. I
also enjoy our socials after our Masses. I enjoy attending
ICDA picnics and Christmas parties. I also enjoy going to
Deaf Clubs.

13. What do you like about being Catholic? I have many
great memories such as going to Mass every morning
at St. John’s School for the Deaf. I remembered helping
to clean the church and remembering the Bible and
wanting to know more about it. I often wondered about
many questions such as how we got the Bible. Because

of that, I enjoy our Bible Study sessions to know more

about it these past several years. I still love going to Mass.

- ' I remembered going

gt Masses when I was
young, especially when
I was home with my
family, and I was so
frustrated that I didn’t
know what the priest
was saying as he wasn’t
using Sign Language.
My parents have always

Fr. Zerkel with me and my classmates taught me that I have
at St. John’s Alumni Reunion last Oct. 10 go to Mass every
2019. Sunday and Holy Day of

Obligations. So it is really nice now to have a priest who
communicates in Sign Language. I hope someday to go to
a Deaf Cursillo as I heard many things about it.

14. What do you hope for the future for Catholic Deaf
ministry? I always hope for our Masses to be accessible
in American Sign Language. I remembered when I
went to Mass with my parents with no accessibility in

» ROBERT ZWEBER - Continued on Page 19.
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In St. John's School for the Deaf's
publications of the “Our Young People,
there is a section that has their current
news. I hope you will enjoy these various

news clippings:
News \ ),
\\ *i'.*

The two groups of first graders
gave a first class pageant depicting
the Nativity scene. Three-year-old
Colleen Evanstad from the Nursery
very sweetly took the part of the In-
fant of Bethlehem. Karen Hansen
made a lovely Blessed Mother, while
Douglas Brockman did a fine job of
being St. Joseph. Husky Billy Perry
enjoyed playing the part of the don-

key who carried Mother Mary to
Bethlehem. Jerry Jelinski thought it
was fun pretending to be the ox near
the Infant’s crib. Danny Kelly, Jimmy

Van Der Hagen, Jordan Koeppel and
Bobby Cave took the parts of the
hard hearted inn keepers, and were
later converted into the shepherds who
came to adore. Francine Perry, Linda
Chasser, Kathy Thompson, Didi Lara
and Mary Deffry were angelic little
angels. The Wise Men who followed
the star were Bob Kamasky, Roy
Duket and David Riggle. Joey Daniels
proved his oratory powers by being
the narrator. All who saw the pageant
agree that it was a splendid presen-
tation.

b 4

Mav the Divine Intan hower His
blessings on all who helped to make
the Christ L. _!H}H]'&
one. The many gifts,

donations were

Bobby Zweber’s aunt, who is a
Medical Missionary and doctor, is
stationed at a leper colony on the
Gold Coast in West Africa. Her gen-
erosity in volunteering for this noble
work has aroused the generosity of
the children at St. John’s. They are
saving money for this mission.

. % . Robert
Zweber is Sister’s little helper both
in school and in the dormitory. Rob-
ert’s neatness and exactness are out-
standing characteristics, . -

Sales
ladyina
hat shop:
“That’s a
darling
hat.
Really, it makes you look ten
years younger.’

Customer: “Then I don't
want it. I can’t afford to put
on ten years every time I
take off my hat!”

Quiz Answers:
1¢c; 2 False; 3d; 4d; 5b

“Bobby;’
asked the
teacher,
“where

is the
English
channel?”

“I don’t know, teacher,” was
the reply; “we can’t get it on
our TV”

P ST. JOHN’S - Continued from Page 18. communicate in our language because I was young and if

my language, one priest who was giving the homily was
pounding several times on the podium. I was not sure
why he was doing that so I asked my mom what that

was all about. My mom said to wait until after Mass. I

still can’t forget the day when attending Masses at St.
John’s School for the Deaf when the priest was able to
turn around to face us. I still remembered the day when
Fr. Murphy was able to turn around for the 1st time to
face us during the entire Mass. I hope for more faith
formation opportunities, such as learning more about our
Bible and evangelization in our language. I always want to

know how to talk to other people about the Catholic faith.

I hope that our Deaf community can still be allowed to

15.

we were caught signing in Fr. Gehl’s time, I would have to
go and stand in the corner as punishment. I wished I had
learned all these things about our Catholic faith that 'm
learning now when I was young at even like 10 years old.
I also hope that our Catholic Deaf community can still
keep growing.

Anything you would like to share with the readers?

It is so important that we do what God wants us to do.
Because when I die and face Jesus, He will ask me, “Did
you teach my people?” I want to tell Him that I did in the
best way that I can. I hope you will study and learn more
about our Catholic faith so you know more about it and
how to share it with others. God bless you!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours: : Tuesdays to Fridays
(Fr. Christopher is off on Sunday early evenings & Mondays)

Fr. Christopher Klusman General Inquiries:
Director deafapostolate@archmil.org
klusmanc@archmil.org Office: (414) 455-2245 (Videophone)

Office: 414-501-2022 (Videophone/Voice)

EMERGENCIES Only: Text Fr. Christopher at: (414) 793-1369

HAND IN HAND SUBSCRIPTION

Two ways to get the Hand in Hand newsletters:

(1) E-mail: Cost is FREE and will be emailed to you. Please fill out this online form to get your Newsletter at:

https://www.archmil.org/deaf-apostolate/offnav/Subscription-Form.htm

(2) By Mail:Fill out and send registration form & check below:

MAILED (PAPER COPY) SUBSCRIPTION

Name:

Address:

City, State, & Zip Code:

Cost: $8.00 for 4 Newsletters from Jan. to Dec. 2021.
Make checks payable to: The Deaf Apostolate.
Mail to: Deaf Apostolate, Archdiocese of Milwaukee
3501 S. Lake Drive, PO Box 070912
Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912
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