Prelimiary Report about the situation in Sagrada Familia Parish after tropical storm noel:

(Sabana Yegua, Azua)

November 2, 2007, 10:00 a.m.
1.  Roads and roadways affected within the parish territory:
   (Click here for a diagram map of the parish, or scroll to the end of this document)
1- The Road between Azua and Sabana Yegua. The connection between the highway and the bridge over the river Juan (in the community of Los Jovillos) collapsed and was dragged away by the river.  There is a 20 meter gap that disrupts the connection with Azua, Baní and Santo Domingo.  Earthmovers have rejoined some of the land so that now at least foot traffic can pass.  
2- The Road to the Plena area of the parish:  The water has cut away a 50 meter piece of the roadway just below the community of El Rosario.  There is no passage to Nuevo Curro and Los Negros.  
3- The Road through the Projects:  The river destroyed about 150 meters of the pavement near the junction of Casa Blanca (at Alto de Ganadaero) and the experimental farm El Siasa.  A great deal of water continues to flow there, so that the road to Project 2-C and “los Negros” is cut off
4- The Road between Las Barias and Project 4: A swollen stream took out the bridge one kilometer from Project 4, leaving an impassible gap of about 10 meters
5- The Road between Tábara Abajo and Orégano Chiquito:  the river dragged the bridge from the area of the sand quarry leaving a gap of 30 meters.  At the same place it broke the pipes of the water system, leaving Kilometer 15 and Sabana Yegua without water.  
6- The Highway to Barahona:  at Kilometer 13 the earth next to the highway fell away leaving a strong probability that the whole road will collapse cutting off communications with San Juan and Barahona.
2. Water systems affected:

The water system that provides water to the town of Sabana Yegua is broken near the Orégano Chiquito sand quarry, leaving Sabana Yegua without water.   
3. Communities that at this time continue to be isolated (no one can leave or enter them.) 
1- Orégano Chiquito (186 families, 683 people).

2- Proyecto 2C (456 families, 2.096 people).

3- Los Negros (312 families, 1,281 people).

4- Ranchería (76 families, 276 people)

5- Barrera y Mordán (517 families, 2.098 people)

6- El Nuevo Curro (58 families, 223 people).

7- Galindo Adentro (35 families, 126 people).

8- Galindo Afuera (36 families, 127 people).

9- El Copey (7 families, 30 people).

10- Manantiales (15 families, 38 people).

TOTAL: 1,698 families, 6,978 people personas.

4. Damages:
· In Sabana Yegua some of the neighborhoods (“barrios”) were damaged when the main canal and its distribution canals overflowed:

1-Barrio Abanico:  about 40 houses along the canal in this neighborhood 
were damaged when the canal overflowed.  The houses filled with mud, walls were destroyed, and several latrines fell over.  Many streets are impassible.  
2-Barrio Nuevo:  in this eastern most neighborhood, some of the homes are flooded and the streets almost destroyed.  
3-Barrio Cartones y San Francisco: the rain flooded various homes; we are still collecting information about the damages.  
4-The “Codiah” Association of Haitian immigrants reports that there are 23 families affected in the neighborhood of Los Cartones.  They lost all their belongings including their beds and are in critical need of food.  
· In Sabana Yegua the most seriously affected were the people whose houses were along the Canals.  An unknown number of people left their homes and are with neighbors, friends or family members.  One family is living in the parish center.  
· In Tábara Abajo there are two shelters with 12 families. Some are in the school, others are in an Evangelical Church.  
· In Kilometer 15: 40 families sought shelter in the school; others are in homes of family members.
· In Kilometer 13: As a precaution, in case the Sabana Yegua dam were to overflow, 13 people in this community were evacuated.  
· El Rosario: This is the most affected community of the parish.  70% of their homes were damaged.  The community was evacuated.  90 families are housed in El Rosario school.  
5. Loss of Human Life.

As far as we know: two people drowned in El Rosario (they were from Santo Domingo.)  There is an unconfirmed rumor that another person drowned in 2C.  
6. Agricultural Losses:  All of the agriculture in the area is seriously affected. This will carry serious consequences during the coming days and weeks: lack of work, the economy, and food supplies.  It seems that Project 2C suffered severely (we haven’t been able to get there to evaluate the damages.)  Farmers are evaluating the situation.  They estimate an 80% loss of crops within the parish boundaries.  

Needs:

Immediate :

1- Assure the distribution of food to all who need it.  (During the last 24 hours, the Sagrada Familia Baking Cooperative  – the parish bakery- has been producing without stop and has distributed some 800 bags of bread.)  
2- Provide beds, mattresses, blankets, kitchen utensils and brooms to the families who have lost their belongings.   
3- Reestablish communication between Sabana Yegua and Azua.

4- Reestablish communication between Sabana Yegua and Los Negros.

5- Reestablish communication between Tábara Abajo and Orégano Chiquito.

6- Reestablish communication between el Rosario and el Nuevo Curro.

7- Reestablish the Sabana Yegua water system and avoid a crisis from lack of water.
8- Clean the canal that provides water to avoid further overflow.  
9- Reestablish the electrical service.  (The electricity has been off since Sunday, October 28.)
medium and long term:
1- Repair and reconstruct damaged homes.  
2- Reconstruct streets and roads in Sabana Yegua, Los Proyectos, etc.
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