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We asked 3 of the most mission-minded pastors in our diocese if they believe that parishioners who are consistently asked to give missionary activities reduce their normal contributions to the parish. 

Rev. Msgr. Lloyd Bourgeois of St. Rafael’s, Rancho Bernardo, CA

· “To the contrary. Despite a $1.5 million debt, we started tithing in 1990, and are now giving the first 10% of our weekly collections, 10% of our Christmas collection, a second collection the last week of January plus annual participation in the Missionary Co-op Appeals and the Mission Sunday collection. We’ve given an annual average of $83,000 to the Missions and are debt-free.”

Rev. Msgr. Larry Purcell of St. James, Solana Beach, CA

· “There’s plenty for everyone. Money given to the missions does NOT take away from the parish.” They have a very active Mission Circle- (story about one man- $850 pre-fab house- raised $70,000 in one Sunday). That group has evolved into a group called Esperanza (Hope). Neither that nor any other mission appeal has adversely affected his collection. 

Rev. Msgr.  Joseph Finnerty, St. Michael, Poway, CA

· “A parish never suffers in any way from supporting the missions. It not only does NOT take away from the parish but it enhances contributions to the parish. I’ve seen this happen time and time again.”

