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INTERNATIONAL SISTER PARISH RELATIONSHIPS

Every local Church is both mission-sending and mission-receiving.  All are enriched by the many ways the gospel is incarnate in other lands, peoples and cultures.  Our local Church can benefit in ministry and faith formation through meaningful relationships with Churches in other countries. The experience we have with them gives us the opportunity to hear with our home Church fresh insights into the gospel and renewed understanding of our role in a global society.  We, in turn, share our insights and ministry through an on-going relationship characterized by solidarity and mutuality.  

· Solidarity can take the form of prayer, addressing justice issues, moral and financial support.
· Mutuality guides our relationship with the world beyond ourselves, offering our strengths in service while at the same time acknowledging our need of others’ gifts.  

All of us can deepen our understanding of how mission with people of all nations involves us personally in our parishes and at the diocesan and universal levels of the Church.  “The Church, by its very nature, is missionary” and we as Christian people are intended to be open to each other’s gifts and available to each other’s needs.

Key Elements in a Twinning Relationship:

1) Communication
Both communities share information regarding their concerns, joys, faith and social life through letters, tapes, pictures, and even videos.  Mutual listening and sharing are most important if the relationship is to grow into long lasting friendship.

2) Prayer
Loving support is expressed through liturgies, prayers of the faithful, prayer network, and prayer groups.  Retreats or times of reflection can focus on the relationship, sometimes even being directed by someone from the twining community.  This relationship flourishes when celebrated in faith.

3) Learning experience
All ages can be involved: elders, youth and children.  An attitude and desire to learn from the faith, culture, and experience of each other enriches everyone.

4) Justice
As lives are shared and the injustices are seen, promotion of human dignity and justice follows.  Letter writing for social change or other acts of solidarity may be responses to this friendship. Financial and cultural gifts can be exchanged.

5) Mutual Visits
The distance cannot be an overriding obstacle to mutual visits.  International visitors can strengthen the bonds and make appeals (Missionary Cooperation Plan).  The U.S. friends may also visit their twin and even consider service and learning at the international sites.  Welcoming of the visitors is always a sign of acceptance and friendship.

6) Broad - based Support and Vision

While the relationship begins with a few people, ideally the whole parish will eventually be involved. Some type of coordinating group (including staff members) is essential at both sites.  Using their creativity these groups will engage broad participation of their members.  Both parishes/organizations will enjoy in a meaningful relationship.

7) Coordinating Group
Essential to this relationship are people with a special commitment to plan, meet, and promote it.  This group should represent all the areas of parish ministry, for example human concerns, faith formation and/or education, school (if there is one,) liturgy, council, staff etc.  Through their creativity the whole parish will become engaged in various aspects of this relationship.  
Archdiocesan Resources:
World Mission Ministries  is available to arrange assignments of missionaries from the sister parish for the Missionary Cooperation Plan, to write letters of support to enable travel to U.S., to suggest parishes/personnel with experiences in international twinning, to wire funds, etc.

For more information, contact Fran Cunningham, OSF or Elizabeth Howayeck at
414.758.2281 or e-mail wmo@archmil.org
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