Dear <<Parishioner>>,

I hope all is well. My prayers are with you and with your family. It is difficult to walk through this Holy Season without seeing you. 

I want you to know the work at <<Church Name>> goes on. Although there are restrictions, we continue to offer funerals, weddings and baptisms.
We continue to minister to our parish community. Your generosity is appreciated during this time of crisis, as we need your support more than ever to move forward. Please consider a donation via the parish website <www.parishname.org>. Or, mail your support to <<address, city, state, zip>>.

<<Insert Column 2 text>>

In the words of the prophet Joshua, “Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” —Joshua 1:9 

<<Insert Column 3 text>>

(Recognizing the ongoing and increased uncertainty the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is causing, our highest priority is the health and well-being of our parishioners and the staff that serve them.)
We will come through this crisis and remain a place of peace and of refuge, prayer and hope.
Please remember me in your prayers, as I will you. 
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Father

P. S. – Below is the history and the prayers for a novena to Our Lady of Monte Berico - Intercessor and protector in moments of plague. 
	Day
	Column 2
	Column 3

	1 
	In the words of the prophet Joshua, “Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be dismayed; for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” —Joshua 1:9 
	Recognizing the ongoing and increased uncertainty the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is causing, our highest priority is the health and well-being of our parishioners and the staff that serve them.

We will come through this crisis and remain a place of peace and of refuge, prayer and hope.

	2
	"Peace is what I leave with you; it is my own peace that I give you. I do not give it as the world does. Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid." - John 14:27
	As we continue to navigate these unchartered waters, we trust in the richness and the beauty of our faith. We rely on God’s providence knowing we can be at peace.

	3
	"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." - Isaiah 41:10
	Our hearts and thoughts go out to the people who have been affected by this unprecedented event and we appreciate the healthcare workers, local communities, and governments who are on the front line.

	4
	"Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall."  - Psalm 55:22
	Knowing our God is faithful and always present; our faith makes us uniquely resilient during this tumultuous time. 

	5
	"For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind." - 2 Timothy 1:7
	We know you rely on us to offer a safe haven of peace during this challenging time. We truly value your continued loyalty and faithfulness.

	6
	"Jesus told him, 'Don't be afraid; just believe.'" - Mark 5:36
	Rest assured; we are doing everything in our power to support our parishioners and our community during this crisis. 


	7
	"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." Psalm 46:1
	At ChurchName, we understand the vital role our parish plays in our community. We also understand our parishioners want to know that we are taking the necessary precautions to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.


	8
	"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." -Philippians 4:6-7
	We have been here for XX years, and our mission remains the same: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”

We are in this together, and we will remain here for you and your family.

	9
	"The Lord is my light and my salvation-whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life-of whom shall I be afraid?" Psalm 27:1
	As we've seen over the past few days, conditions with COVID-19 are rapidly changing. We continue to work with medical experts and monitor updates from the World Health Organization, the CDC and the Centers for Public Health, and state and local health agencies on a frequent basis. Through these unprecedented times, our focus remains on providing you with a place of peace and of refuge. A place of prayer and hope. 


Between the years of 1404 and 1428, according to the city documents, a virulent pestilence spread throughout the whole area around Vicenza, claiming many victims. The surviving inhabitants were seized with fear of the plague.

In March 1426, in spite of the dreaded plague, Vincenza Pasini trudged a half-mile up the hill of Monte Berico, as was her routine, to bring lunch to her husband who was tending his vineyard. Vincenza was a faith-filled, seventy-year-old woman who was known for her charity and for her devotion to Our Lady. As she climbed the hill, a beautiful Lady appeared to her and said, “I am the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ who died on the Cross for the salvation of men. I beg you to go and say in my name to the people of Vicenza that they must build in this place a church in my honor if they want to recover their health.  Otherwise, the plague will not cease. As proof of what I say, let them dig here, and from the rock, living water will spring.”

Vincenza was so overcome by the beauty of the Lady that she fell prostrate on the ground. She was filled with joy but was concerned that no one would believe her and that she might have to suffer on account of the vision. The Virgin Mary replied, “You will insist so that my people do my will, otherwise they will never be rid of the plague; and, until they obey, they will see My Son angry with them. As proof of what I say, let them dig here, and from the rock, living water will spring.  As soon as the building begins, money will not lack.”[2] Our Lady then took a small stick and gracefully traced the Sign of the Cross on the ground, sketched the lines of the Church to be erected, and planted the stick in the ground where the high altar of the Shrine is located today. She then said, “All those who visit this church with devotion on My feast days and on every first Sunday of the month, will be given an abundance of grace and the Mercy of God and the blessing of my motherly hands.”

Vincenza related the vision to the bishop, to priests and to the people, but they did not believe her, and the plague continued to swallow its victims. Unable to convince them, she continued her life as before with regular Mass attendance and works of charity toward the poor. On special feast days, she would ascend the hill to pray in the place where the Madonna had spoken to her. Two years later, on August 1, 1428, Our Lady appeared to her again. She repeated the warning and reminded her that the plague would continue until they heeded her previous advice.

Again, Vincenza went to the authorities and to the people, who were now anxious about the effects of the plague that raged on. Finally, the Bishop recognized the apparitions; and this time, the citizens were so afraid that they quickly heeded the advice. Within twenty-four hours, the city workers and residents, led by the Bishop, climbed Monte Berico, and they began to plan the Gothic church with a monastery for religious to greet the pilgrims. Construction began three weeks later on August 25, 1428; remarkably, it was completed within three months. While they were constructing the building, they struck a rock; “a marvelous and incredible source of water flowed… to the point of flooding the area like an abundant river coming noisily down the mount.”

It was reported that, as soon as the church was finished, the plague abated and finally vanished. These events were documented in 1430 by the notaries public; they can be read in the city library Biblioteca Civica Bertoliana. The Vicenzians were grateful to be rid of the plague, and they were convinced of the truth of the apparition. Devotion to Our Lady of Monte Berico increased daily. Obedience to the commands of the Virgin resulted in the miraculous eradication of that particular pestilence, and it has never returned to the city.
Source: https://missiomagazine.com/our-lady-of-monte-berico/
Novena to Our Lady of Monte Berico as directed by Pope Francis. 

Day 1 through Day 9 Novena Prayers

O Most Holy Virgin, Mother of God and my Mother Mary, I thank you that you have deigned to appear on Monte Berico and I thank you for all the graces you grant here to those who turn to you. Nobody ever prayed to you in vain. I, too, resort to you and beg you for the Passion and Death of Jesus and for your pains: welcome me, o’ merciful Mother, under your mantle, which is a maternal mantle; grant me the particular grace that I ask of You [your petition here] and protect me from all evil and especially from sin, which is the greatest evil.

Oh, make, oh Mary, my Mother that I always enjoy your loving protection in life and even more in death and then come to see you in heaven and to thank and bless you forever. Amen.

Madonna of Monte Berico, pray for us.

O sweet Virgin, pious mother of love,

Like this Ave rising from the heart.

Ave, ave, ave, Maria

Ave, ave, ave, Maria

O Virgin, shine as a star in the sky,

Motherly defend your faithful children.

Ave, ave, ave Maria

Ave, ave, ave, Maria

Concluding Prayer

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable.

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent.

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close remember those who have no options.

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no place to go.

 May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember those who have no margin at all.

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home.

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. Amen.

